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ON-LINE HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCING SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for providing a 
5 user with education financing information and, more particularly, relates to 
enabling the user to receive financial award information from an educational 
institution over a computer network concerning a potential student and 
enabling that user to obtain cost projection information, such as loan 
repayment information, based on the award. 

10 2. Related Art 

Many individuals require financial assistance in paying for an 
education, whether it be in the form of grants, scholarships, special 
employment (e.g., work-study programs), and/or loans. Many such 
educational institutions (e.g., schools, such as colleges and universities) 
15 provide various forms of assistance in obtaining financial aid for potential 
students. 

Typically, financial aid offices at schools assemble financial award 
information including, for example, financial aid award packages containing 
monetary awards which are funded from one or more grants, scholarships, 

20 work study or teaching assistanceship jobs, and/or loans. Representatives of 
the financial aid offices will often tailor these financial aid award packages for 
the potential students and, therefore, the awards will often be different (based 
on, for example, financial need, the desirability of the student, etc.). 

The financial aid office will mail many (i.e., a batch or lot) financial 

25 aid award packages to potential students with the hope that the financial aid 

award is attractive to the student and that the student will accept the award and 
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attend the school. The cost for mailing many financial aid award packages 
can be substantial, for example, each package may cost approximately $10.00 
to mail to 1000 potential students. Accordingly, schools are interested in 
other modes of transmitting financial aid award packages to their potential 
5 students which are less costly. 

Typically, the loans which fund the financial aid awards include 
federal loans, such as Perkins and Stafford loans. The interest rates for these 
loans are not within the control of the schools or the financial institutions 
which issue those loans and, therefore, the student/parent decision on 

10 accepting a financial aid award package usually is influenced in other ways. 
Further, the schools and financial institutions will have little opportunity to 
influence the potential students to accept the award after the packages have 
been sent out in the mail. Accordingly, schools and financial institutions are 
interested in other modes of influencing the potential students to accept the 

1 S award packages and admission after the awards are mailed. 

The amount of money offered in a financial aid award package for a 
particular student is often dependent on a total amount of funds available to 
the school by way of grants, scholarships, work-study, etc. Accordingly, 
when potential students decline financial aid award packages, additional funds 

20 may be available to offer to the other potential students, thereby positively 
influencing the student/parent decision on accepting a financial aid award 
package and attending the school. Thus, the schools are interested in 
obtaining a student/parent decision on the financial aid award packages as 
soon as possible. Unfortunately, using current processes there may be 

25 significant delays between the time that a student receives a financial aid 

award package and the time that the student responds to the package with an 
acceptance or declination. 

A student/parent must weigh many factors in accepting or declining a 
financial aid award package. In particular, the student/parent must determine 

30 whether he or she can afford to attend the school even if a financial aid award 
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package is given. Thus, the student/parent must review the cost of attendance, 
including any direct and indirect costs, in light of the financial aid award 
package and project the net costs to the student/parent in meeting the unmet 
needs (including loan repayment schedules) for attendance. This typically 
5 involves contacting an expert (or accessing some software) who is capable of 
projecting costs for the student/parent based on input from the student/parent. 
In working with an expert, the student/parent should consider prior school 
loan obligations (for example, loans incurred to obtain an earlier degree or 
course of study) in projecting the costs and loan repayment obligations to 

10 attend another school. In determining loan repayments, the student/parent 

should consider total loan balance, a repayment schedule, interest rate(s), etc. 
Loan repayment information should be obtained for particular school terms, 
particular years, and a total for all years of study. 

A system called CollegeNET has been developed and offered by Sallie 

15 Mae which provides a system for presenting financial award information over 
the Internet to potential students. A particular school mails an award letter to 
a potential student which includes a user name and password to access a 
secure website. The student logs onto the website and accesses their financial 
aid award package. The student can choose a preferred lender if a loan is 

20 awarded and input other information necessary for accepting the award. The 
student's response to the award is reported to the school. 

Unfortunately, the CollegeNET system suffers from several 
disadvantages, among others: (i) the website does not provide an opportunity 
to review cost projections or manipulate loan variables such that the 

25 student/parent can determine what the loan repayment obligations will be; (ii) 
the student/parent cannot modify the financial aid award package to reflect 
other sources of funds which would alter cost projections and/or loan 
repayment obligations; and (iii) the system does not provide the student/parent 
with information as to the break-out of the cost of attendance in terms of 

30 direct and indirect costs to the student/parent 
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Sallie Mae, Nellie Mae, Educaid, and Citibank offer on-line websites 
which provide calculating functions to project costs, such as loan repayment 
obligations. These systems, however, are not linked with a financial aid 
award package website and, therefore, require the user to input all information 
5 necessary for obtaining a cost projection or loan repayment schedule. 

Further, in addition to financial aid based on need, some students 
obtain financial aid based on merit, or a combination of need and merit. There 
is a need for users to be able to determine education financing requirements 
based on merit based financial aid packages as well as combination packages. 
10 Further, there is a need for users to be able to determine financial requirements 
for students for higher education even where no financial assistance is 
provided. 

Accordingly, there is a need for a new method and apparatus for 
providing students and parents with education financing information, 

15 particularly financial aid award packages, where the student/parent can: (i) 
easily review the financial aid award package; (ii) review cost projections 
(e.g., loan repayment information); (iii) view and select potential lenders; (iv) 
modify a financial aid award package to include, for example, other sources of 
funds outside the award or to increase/decrease, for example, the amount(s) of 

20 loan(s) awarded, so that a more informed decision may be made. There is also 
a need for a method and system which can: (i) reduce the costs for a school to 
transmit financial aid award packages to potential students ; (ii) quickly 
modify the financial aid award packages based on accept/decline/postpone 
decisions of the students/parents; and (iii) provide influence on the 

25 student/parent decision at the time of reviewing the award package. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In order to overcome the disadvantages of the prior art, a method 
according to one aspect of the present invention provides the steps of: 
maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the user may 
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connect; sending data to the user over the network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning a 
potential student of an educational institution, the financial award information 
including a monetary award which may be used by the student to attend the 
5 educational institution; and sending data to the user over the network when 
requested for presenting at least one electronic screen which contains cost 
projection information, the cost projection information being a function of the 
award and including an amount of money required for the student to attend the 
educational institution. 

10 A method according to another aspect of the invention includes the 

steps of: maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the 
user may connect; sending data to the user over the network for presenting at 
least one electronic screen which contains financial award information 
concerning a potential student of an educational institution, the financial 

1 5 award information including a monetary award which may be used by the 

student to attend the educational institution, the award including funds taken 
from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and future employment of the 
student; and sending data to the user over the computer network for presenting 
at least one electronic screen which includes an input field operable to receive 

20 data from the user representing funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award to obtain a modified award. 

A method according to yet another aspect of the present invention 
includes the steps of: maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to 
which users and an administrator of an educational institution may connect; 

25 sending data to each of the users over the network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning 
potential students of an educational institution, the financial award 
information including a monetary award which may be used by the respective 
students to attend the educational institution, the award including funds taken 

30 from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and future employment of the 
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student; sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
presenting at least one electronic screen which includes reporting information 
indicating whether respective users have at least one of accepted, declined, 
and deferred a decision on, the respective awards; and sending modified 
S financial award information to at least one of the potential students, the 
modified financial award information including at least one modified 
monetary award based on the reporting information. 

The scope of the present invention includes an apparatus for providing 
a user with education financing information, comprising: a processor; a 

10 storage medium coupled to the processor; and a network interface coupled to 
the processor and operable to send and receive data over a computer network, 
the processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with a 
computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, the 
computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor and 

15 the network interface to perform the functions of: maintaining an electronic 

site on a computer network to which the user may connect; sending data to the 
user over the network for presenting at least one electronic screen which 
contains financial award information concerning a potential student of an 
educational institution, the financial award information including a monetary 

20 award which may be used by the student to attend the educational institution; 

and sending data to the user over the network when requested for presenting at 
least one electronic screen which contains cost projection information, the cost 
projection information being a function of the award and including an amount 
of money required for the student to attend the educational institution. 

25 According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for 

providing a user with education financing information includes: a processor; a 
storage medium coupled to the processor; and a network interface coupled to 
the processor and operable to send and receive data over a computer network, 
the processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with a 

30 computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, the 
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computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor and 
the network interface to perform the functions of: maintaining an electronic 
site on a computer network to which the user may connect; sending data to the 
user over the network for presenting at least one electronic screen which 
5 contains financial award information concerning a potential student of an 

educational institution, the financial award information including a monetary 
award which may be used by the student to attend the educational institution, 
the award including funds taken from at least one of grants, scholarships, 
loans, and employment of the student; and sending data to the user over the 
10 computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 
an input field operable to receive data from the user representing funds other 
than those of the award to aggregate with the award to obtain a modified 
award. 

The present invention also includes an apparatus for providing users 

15 with education financing information, comprising: a processor; a storage 
medium coupled to the processor, and a network interface coupled to the 
processor and operable to send and receive data over a computer network, the 
processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with a 
computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, the 

20 computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor and 
the network interface to perform the functions of: maintaining an electronic 
site on a computer network to which the users and an administrator of an 
educational institution may connect; sending data to each of the users over the 
network for presenting at least one electronic screen which contains financial 

25 award information concerning potential students of an educational institution, 
the financial award information including a monetary award which may be 
used by the respective students to attend the educational institution, the award 
including funds taken from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and 
employment of the student; sending data to the administrator over the 

30 computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 
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reporting information indicating whether respective users have at least one of 
accepted, declined, and deferred a decision on, the respective awards; and 
sending modified financial award information to at least one of the potential 
students, the modified financial award information including at least one 
5 modified monetary award based on the reporting information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For the purposes of illustrating the invention, there are shown in the 
drawing forms which are presently preferred, it being understood, however, 
that the invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and 
10 instrumentalities shown. 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the system architecture of the 
present invention; 

Figs. 2A-2F contain process flow diagrams illustrating steps and 
control sequences carried out by the present invention, e.g., the system of Fig. 
15 1 , when one or more students/parents interact with the system; 

Figs. 3A-3J contain diagrams which schematically represent 
information which is preferably obtained through a network website in 
accordance with the flow diagrams of Figs. 2A-2F; 

Figs. 4A-4E contain process flow diagrams illustrating steps and 
20 control sequences carried out by the present invention, e.g., the system of Fig. 
1, when one or more school administrators interact with the system; 

Figs. 5A-5J contain diagrams which schematically represent 
information which is preferably obtained through a network website in 
accordance with the flow diagrams of Figs. 4A-4E ; 
25 Figs. 6A-6F contain process flow diagrams illustrating steps and 

control sequences carried out by the present invention, e.g., the system of Fig. 
1, when one or more system administrators interact with the system; 

Figs. 7A-7F contain diagrams which schematically represent 
information which is preferably obtained through a network website in 
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accordance with the flow diagrams of Figs. 6A-6F. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

With reference now to the drawings wherein like numerals indicate like 
elements, there is shown in Fig. 1 a block diagram of a system architecture 
5 which is suitable for use in practicing the invention. The system preferably 

includes a network server 10 coupled to a network 20 through a firewall 30. It 
is most preferred that the network 20 is the Internet, although any computer 
network is considered within the scope of the invention. 

The network server 10 includes a processor, e.g., microprocessor 12, a 

10 database 14 coupled to the microprocessor 12, and a network interface 

(input/output circuit) coupled to the microprocessor 12 and operable to send 
and receive data over the computer network 20. The microprocessor 12 is 
operable to execute instructions in accordance with a computer program stored 
in a memory, not shown in Fig. 1, connected to the microprocessor 12. 

15 Students/parents 50, school administrators 60, and at least one system 

administrator 70 may access the website established by the network server 10 
through the computer network 20 using means which are well known in the 
art, for example, by mainframe or personal computer, by telephone, or by any 
other data input/output device. The system administrator 70 may also access 

20 the network server 10 directly if desired. As is well known in the art, the 
firewall 30 provides protection to the network server 10. 

Preferably, the network server 10 and firewall 30 are contained within 
a financial institution 40, such as the Chase Manhattan Bank, and the system 
administrator 70 is an agent of the financial institution 40. 

25 The computer program is preferably operable to instruct the 

microprocessor and/or the network interface 16 to perform the functions of 
maintaining an electronic site (e.g., an Internet website) on the computer 
network 20 to which the students/parents 50, school administrators 60, and 
system administrators 70 may connect. 
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The school administrators 60 preferably transmit financial award 
information from their respective schools over the computer network 20 
concerning the potential students 50. The microprocessor 12 and network 
interface 16 preferably respond by sending data over the network 20 for 
5 presenting at least one electronic screen (i.e., an electronic file containing 
information suitable for presentation to the students/parents 50) which 
contains the financial award information. 

The school administrator 60 preferably mails a letter to a potential 
student 50 which contains an announcement that a financial aid award 

10 package has been granted to that student 50 and may be obtained by visiting 

the website on the computer network 20. The letter preferably contains a URL 
address, user name and password. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 2A which illustrates some of the 
process flow and control sequences which are in accord with the invention. It 

15 is preferred that a student/parent 50 connect to the website provided by the 
network server 10 using any of the known techniques, for example, by 
employing an Internet browser and inputting the URL address (START). In 
response, the network server 10 preferably provides the student/parent 50 with 
data presenting an electronic screen (Fig. 3 A) which facilitates a log-in 

20 procedure (step 200, Fig. 2A). Fig. 3 A is an illustration of an electronic 

screen which facilitates the log-in procedure. A dialog box 300 enables the 
student/parent 50 to enter the user name and password as is well known in the 
art. Those skilled in the art are familiar with such log-in procedures, which 
include the steps of entering a user name and password, determining whether 

25 they are correct (step 202, Fig. 2A), determining whether an incorrect 
password limit has been reached (step 204), determining whether the 
student/parent 50 is visiting the website for the first time (step 206), and 
changing a password (step 208). 

Fig. 3A1 schematically illustrates several areas on a "help" electronic 

30 screen which may be used to improve the look and feel and/or the 
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fiinctionality of the website. In particular, area 302 provides a branding site 
for the financial institution 40, here Chase Manhattan Bank, and provides an 
area where a slogan or other such indicia may be presented. Area 304 
preferably includes navigational icons (breadcrumbs) which may be activated 
5 to link the student/parent 50 to other areas of the website. Area 306 preferably 
provides either still or moving graphics to improve the look and feel of the 
website. Area 308 preferably provides an area where navigational icons will 
be disposed, it being understood that these icons are "greyed out" at log-in. 
An antroductory or "splash" electronic screen may also be provided after the 

10 user has successfully logged into the site. This is shown in Fig. 3A2. Area 
310 preferably provides an area where indicia welcoming the student/parent 
50 to the website and a disclaimer may be presented 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the particular schematic 
layout of the electronic screens of Figs. 3 A, 3A1 and 3A2 are provided by way 

1 5 of example only and that many modifications and variations are possible 
without departing from the scope of the invention. 

Once the log-in procedure is successfully completed, the process flow 
and control causes the network server 10 to provide data presenting an 
electronic screen to the student/parent 50 representing the home page of the 

20 website (Fig. 3B). The home page includes an area 312 which identifies the 
student 50 by name, student ID or social security number, address, and 
telephone number. The name of the school may be provided at area 314 and a 
welcome message from that school may be included in area 316. With 
reference to Figs. 3B, 2B and 2C, area 318 provides links to other portions of 

25 the website, in particular : (i) instructions on how to use the application may 
be activated and reviewed (step 238); (ii) a link to the student's 50 award 
package may be activated (step 210, Fig. 2C); (iii) a link to the policies, rules, 
and/or regulations for financial aid may be activated (step 232); (iv) a link to 
financial aid eligibility requirements may be activated (step 234); (v) a link to 

30 information about the school may be activated (step 240); (vi) a link to 
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security information about the website may be activated (step 244); and (vii) a 
link to additional information about the school, such as promotional material, 
may be activated (step 246). 

Area 308 (Fig. 3B) preferably provides a series of icons which may be 
5 activated by the student/parent 50 to visit specific areas of the website, 

namely, the home page 308A, the award package information 308B, package 
history 308C, help 308D, and the log-out screen 308E. In addition, a resource 
area 320 preferably includes a plurality of additional links to the instructions, 
the financial aid policies, the financial aid eligibility requirements, a glossary, 

10 and a cost projection calculator (financial planning tools). 

With reference to Fig. 2C, if a valid Institutional Student Information 
Report (ISIR) is on file (step 210) and a financial aid award is outstanding 
(step 212), the student/parent 50 may activate the award package icon 308B 
(Fig. 3B) or activate the "Go to My Award Package" link at area 3 1 8 to view 

15 his or her financial aid award package (step 214, Fig. 2C). Alternatively, if 

the student/parent 50 has already accepted a financial aid award package, then 
at step 212 the process flow would continue to step 216 where the previously 
accepted award package could be viewed. 

With reference to Fig. 3C, a schematic representation of an electronic 

20 screen suitable for presenting the financial aid award package to the 

student/parent 50 is illustrated. The electronic screen includes an area 322 
which contains the details of the financial aid award package. Area 322 
preferably includes details on the sources of the funds for the award package, 
namely: (i) grants (e.g., Federal Pell grant, Federal SEOG, State grants) 322A; 

25 (ii) scholarships (e.g., institutional scholarships, non-institutional scholarships, 
State scholarships, private scholarships, etc.) 322B; (iii) jobs (e.g., Federal 
work study jobs, institutional work study jobs, teaching assistanceships, etc.) 
322C; (iv) and loans (e.g., Federal Perkins loans, Federal Unsubsidized 
Stafford loans, institutional loans, Plus loans, private loans, private signature 

30 loans, etc.) 322D. 
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Preferably, the amounts of the grants 322A, scholarships 322B, jobs 
322C and loans 322D, are shown for at least individual school terms, school 
years, and totals for the school year 322E. Subtotals for the grants, 
scholarships, jobs, and loans are also preferably provided. At 322F, a total 
5 award package amount is provided which indicates the amount of award 
money which may be utilized by the student 50 to attend the school for the 
entire school year. 

The screen shown in Fig. 3C also preferably includes additional 
information, not shown in Fig. 3C but shown in Fig. 3C1 . Fig. 3C1 shows the 

10 award package information 322 as well as areas 324 and 326. 

At area 324, fundamental financial information is preferably provided, 
namely: (i) the cost of attending the financial institution; (ii) an expected 
monetary contribution by/for the student 50; (iii) the student's financial need; 
(iv) the student's total award package; and (v) the student's unmet need. The 

15 student's unmet need is the cost of attendance less the expected contribution 
and the total award package, here $ 1 0, 1 70.00. 

With reference to Fig. 2C, after reviewing his or her award package, 
the student/parent 50 may (i) modify the award package; (ii) accept; (iii) 
decline the award package; (iv) or make a decision regarding the award 

20 package at a later date, (step 218). The student/parent 50 may utilize a cost 
projection calculator (step 220) at any time during his or her visit to the 
website. In Fig. 3C1, in area 326, by selecting "Continue", the user is 
provided with the opportunity to make an accept/decline award package 
decision. This is shown in Fig. 3C2 at area 326A. 

25 Figs. 3C3 and 3C4 show additional screens which are presented to the 

user. After the user has reviewed the award package, the user can continue 
with the process by clicking continue in area 326 of Fig. 3C. If the student 
has education cost not covered by the award package, a special screen will 
appear, the "Educational Costs Not Covered" screen. This is shown in Fig. 
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3C3. This step provides a user with an additional opportunity to consider 
financing options and/or make changes to cover these costs. If the student's 
award package covers all educational costs, this screen will not be displayed. 
The user will automatically be directed to the next step in the process. 
5 Turning to Fig. 3C3, the user is presented with several options. The student 
may take the opportunity to consider other financing options to cover the 
educational costs not covered by the award package by clicking on the link 
327. Alternatively, the student can decide to continue on by clicking next 
329. 

10 By clicking "here" to review financing options, the user is presented 

with a screen listing financing options available, as shown in Fig. 3C4. If the 
student decides to add financing options to the award package, the process 
provides a convenient link 327A that brings the student directly to the package 
worksheet on the "Change My Package" page which will be described later. 

15 Fig. 3D schematically illustrates an electronic screen providing at least 

some of the cost projection calculator function and Fig. 2D illustrates the 
process flow. The electronic screen of Fig. 3D may be invoked by activating 
the "Use Planning tools" portion of area 326 in Fig. 3C1. Alternatively, the 
"Financial Planning Tools" portion of the resource area 320 in Fig. 3B may be 

20 activated. This corresponds to step 250 of Fig. 2D. The financial projection 
calculations worksheet screen (Fig. 3D) preferably includes an area 330 
containing the details of the student award package 322 which has been 
automatically transferred from the database 14 (Fig. 1) to the electronic screen 
of Fig. 3D. 

25 Area 330 also preferably includes at least one of: (i) a cost for the 

student 50 to attend the school; (ii) an expected monetary contribution by/for 
the student 50; and (iii) the student's financial need (all designated 334). 
Although not shown in Fig. 3D, the cost 336 for the student to attend the 
school may optionally be provided in terms of direct costs, such as tuition, and 

30 indirect costs, such as room, board, books, supplies, and/or transportation. 



WO 01/08030 PCT/US00/20044 

- 15- 

Preferably, the total cost of attendance 336 is the sum of the direct and indirect 
costs of attending the school. The total cost of attendance 336 less the 
expected monetary contribution 337 results in the financial need 339 of the 
student/parent 50. A total award package figure may be provided which, 
5 when subtracted from the total cost of attendance of the student/parent 50, 
results in the unmet need 34 1 of the student/parent 50. 

Other financing options may be entered at 338 which will reduce the 
unmet need 341 and result in a remaining unmet need. 

Preferably, the cost of attendance, financial aid package information, 

10 and cost projection results are presented in terms of a particular time period, 
such as a school term or a school year. Fig. 3D illustrates the cost projection 
information on a yearly basis, namely, 1999-2000, 2000-2001 and 2001-2002. 

An icon (not shown) may also preferably be included on the electronic 
screen of Fig. 3D which, when activated, causes data to be sent to the 

15 student/parent 50 for presenting an electronic screen which is suitable for 
calculating loan repayments (step 252, 254, Figure 2D). With reference to 
Fig. 3E, a loan repayment calculator for debt incurred for the current award 
year is provided. The electronic screen of Fig. 3E schematically illustrates an 
area 342 which provides a title, instructions for how to utilize the loan 

20 repayment calculator and/or a disclaimer. Area 344 includes the loan 
repayment calculator for a student. If a parent desires to use the loan 
recalculator, the parent clicks on 345 and the screen of Fig. 3E1 is provided 
where area 346 includes a loan repayment calculator for the parent. 

The loan repayment calculator preferably provides information which 

25 includes at least one of (i) an amount of the loan; (ii) a number of months for 
repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest rate of the loan; (iv) an amount of 
interest over the life of the loan (total interest); (v) an aggregate of the amount 
of the loan and the amount of the interest of the loan (total principal plus 
interest); and (vi) a monthly payment required to pay off the loan in the 

30 number of the months for repayment of the loan. As shown in area 344, more 
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than one loan may be included in the calculation, for example, Federal Perkins 
loans, Federal Subsidized Stafford loans, Federal Unsubsidized Stafford loans, 
etc. Private loans may also be included in the calculation. 

Preferably, the student/parent 50 may add outstanding loan amounts to 
5 the repayment schedule in order to change the monthly payments and tailor 
the loan repayment to their particular needs. Advantageously, 
students/parents 50 may become better informed regarding their financial aid 
award package, particularly in terms of their responsibilities for repaying 
loans, and, therefore, may make a better decision as to whether the financial 

1 0 aid award package should be accepted or declined. 

Preferably, area 344A may be activated by the student/parent 50 to 
display the monthly payments required to pay off the loans (step 256, Fig. 
2D). In effect, activating this option shows how deferring interest affects loan 
repayment schedules. If this is selected, the screen of Fig. 3E2 is presented. 

15 The parent repayment schedule at area 346 of Fig. 3E1 provides a 

parent 50 with information regarding their obligation for repaying a parent 
loan. If the student/parent 50 has not secured a parental loan, area 346 will 
not be displayed. 

Preferably, the electronic screen of Fig. 3F includes an input field 

20 which, when activated, provides an electronic screen which contains loan 
repayment information for debt incurred throughout the student's time at 
college (step 254, Fig. 2D). For example, the student/parent 50 may activate 
an icon which will cause an electronic screen to be provided to the 
student/parent 50 which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 3F. The student 

25 repayment schedule 350 includes all debt incurred throughout the student's 

college experience and also includes information regarding prior debt (such as 
debt incurred at previous schools). The student/parent 50 may enter the prior 
debt into the appropriate input field which will increase the monthly payment 
required to pay off all outstanding debts for the student's years of study. 

30 An icon may also be provided (not shown) which, when activated by 
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the student/parent 50, will calculate for informational purposes the monthly 
payments required to pay off the loans (step 254, Fig. 2D). 

If area 35 1 is selected, the screen of Fig. 3F1 will be presented. 
The parent repayment schedule at area 352 of Fig. 3Fi provides a 
5 parent 50 with information regarding their obligation for repaying a parental 
loan. If the student/parent 50 has not secured a parental loan, area 352 will 
not be displayed. 

Advantageously, the financial projections calculator provides the 
student/parent 50 with a critical tool in making an informed decision regarding 

10 the acceptance of a financial aid award package. 

Reference is again made to Fig. 3C1 and, more specifically, to area 
326. Preferably, the student/parent 50 is provided with an option to activate a 
"Change My Package" input field. When the "Change My Package" field is 
activated, the student/parent 50 is preferably sent data for presenting an 

15 electronic screen which is illustrated in Figs. 3G, 3G1, 3G2, 3G3, 3G4, 3G5, 
3G6 and 3G7 in accordance with the process flow of Fig. 2E. The electronic 
screen of Figs. 3G1-3G7 preferably includes an area 356 entitled "Package 
Worksheet" and initially contains the details of the financial aid award 
package provided in Fig. 2E (step 260). In particular, area 356 includes: (i) 

20 the cost of attending the school (Fig. 3G1); (ii) the financial aid award 

package in terms of grants, scholarships, jobs, and loans (Figs. 3G2, 3G3, 3G4 
and 3G5, 3G6and3G7). 

In general, the Change My Package Worksheet screen provides the 
student/parent 50 with the ability to make changes to his or her financial aid 

25 award package. In particular, one or more input fields are operable to receive 
data from the student/parent 50 representing funds other than those of the 
award to add to the award funds and change the unmet need of the 
student/parent 50. As an example, additional input fields are provided at 358 
into which the student/parent 50 may enter the names and amounts of other 

30 grants received outside the financial aid award package. Additional input 
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fields are also provided at 360 into which the student/parent 50 may enter the 
names and amounts of other scholarships outside the award package. In the 
jobs category (at 362) the student/parent 50 may change the amount of funds 
provided by the Federal work study, institutional work study, and/or teaching 
5 assistanceship. In addition, the amounts provided by the Federal Perkins loan, 
Federal subsidized Stafford loan, Federal unsubsidized Stafford loan, and/or 
institutional loan at area 364 may be modified by the student/parent 50. Still 
further, the student/parent 50 may enter the names and amounts of other 
financing options at areas 366 and 367 (Figs. 3G6 and 3G7) to further modify 

10 the unmet need. 

The amounts entered in the input fields 358, 360, 362, 364, 366 and 
367 may be increased or decreased so long as certain rules (e.g., 
minimum/maximum values) are not violated. For example, the amount of the 
Federal Pell grant, Federal SEOG, or State grant cannot be modified. 

15 Similarly, certain of the scholarships, etc., cannot be modified. After the 
names and amounts are entered into the modified package worksheet, the 
student/parent 50 preferably clicks on a "change my package" icon 368 in 
Fig. 3G8 ( step 262, Fig. 2E). This updates the various totals, subtotals and 
the unmet need. The user also has the option to clear all changes as shown by 

20 icon 369 (Fig. 3G8). 

At step 264, Fig. 2E, a determination is made as to whether the 
modifications made by the student/parent 50 are valid. This is performed by 
using a set of eligibility rules based on the student's profile and the selected 
award, taking into consideration any additional sources of financing for the 

25 potential student. It is noted that the student/parent 50 may invoke the cost 
projection calculator (step 220) if he or she wishes to obtain information as to 
the repayment of any loans. 

In the event modifications made by the student/parent 50 are not valid, 
an error message will be presented. Error messages will be presented if an 

30 invalid amount is entered in a field. Figs. 3G9 and 3G10 show examples of 
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error messages. The error message will appear at the top and bottom of the 
screen, preferably in red. The user will have the option to click on the 
message and go to the specific field of the error. The field will also have an 
indicator next to it showing where the invalid amount was entered. The user 
5 will not be able to proceed beyond screens presenting the error message until 
the error is corrected. 

Once the student/parent has completed the Change Package Worksheet 
and all awards and amounts are correct the user may then select from one of 
the navigation buttons located at the bottom of the worksheet. This is shown 

10 in Fig. 3G1 1 . The icon 'Use Planning Tools" takes the student to education 
planning tools to assist the student in the decision making process. The icon 
"Revisit Your Package" takes the student to the original package. The icon 
"Decide Later" allows the student to exit the system. The student will be 
allowed to return to the site as long as the student has a current package on the 

15 system that has not expired. The "Continue" button allows the student to 
continue with the process with the newly changed package. 

If the modifications made were valid, then the student/parent 50 may 
review the modified award by activating the "Continue" icon 370 (step 266, 
Fig. 2E). Preferably, the "continue" icon 370, when activated, causes data to 

20 be sent to the student/parent 50 for presenting an electronic screen which 
provides a confirmation as to the modified award package. This 
advantageously provides the student/parent 50 with the opportunity to review 
the modification(s) made and thereafter confirm the details of the 
modification. 

25 As discussed previously, the system notifies users if there are 

educational costs not covered by the package. If applicable, notification will 
appear when the user clicks on the continue button 370 on the "Change My 
Package" page. If the student's educational costs are covered by the award 
package, the screen shown in Fig. 3C3 will not be displayed and the user will 

30 go directly to the next step in the process. 
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The student can continue the process by clicking the "Next 5 * button 
shown in Fig. 3C3. If the student needs to make additional changes to the 
award package, the student must click on the "Back" button of Fig. 3C3. The 
student may also review other financing options available by clicking the 
5 "here" link shown in Fig. 3C3. 

At this stage, the student/parent is provided with the opportunity to 
make a decision with respect to the award package. If a student clicks on the 
"Next" button (Fig. 3C3), the student will be presented with the "Make My 
Decision" page shown in Fig. 31 and 311 . A summary of the award package 
10 will appear as shown in Figs. 31 and 311. The summary shows both the 

original award package and the newly changed award package made by the 
student. After the student reviews the package, a decision can be made. 

The student/parent 50 is preferably provided with several icons which 
may be activated to invoke: (i) the cost projection calculator (step 220, Fig. 
15 2E); (ii) acceptance of the (modified) package (step 276, Fig. 2E); (iii) 

modification of the package (step 270, Fig. 2E); (iv) return to the original 
award (step 272Fig. 2E); and (v) deferring a decision on the original or 
modified award (step 274, Fig. 2E). When the return to original award icon is 
activated (step 272, Fig. 2E), the changes entered in the package worksheet of 
20 Figs. 3G-3G1 1 will not be saved and the original award (Fig. 3C) will be 
invoked. If the student/parent 50 wishes to make new changes and invokes 
that icon (step 270, Fig 2E), the process flow loops back to step 260 in Fig. 2E 
and the modified package worksheet of Fig. 3G is again presented. 

With reference to Fig. 3G2, when the student is ready to make a 
25 decision, the "Make a Decision" area 326A shown in Fig. 3C2 is presented. 

The student is given the option to accept the package, decline the package or 
decide later. 

Referring again to Fig. 3C2, area 326A, the student/parent 50 may 
activate the "Accept this Package" icon (276, Fig. 2E), to accept the award 
30 package. 
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Referring still to Fig. 3C2, area 326A, the student/parent 50 may 
activate the "Decline this Package" icon (step 284, Fig. 2E), to decline the 
original award package. At step 286 the declination is confirmed. If the 
package is declined, an electronic screen providing a "thank-you" or other 
5 message (see Fig. 312) appropriate for a student/parent 50 who is declining the 
package is presented (step 288). Further, a screen requesting the reason for 
declining can also be presented. See Fig. 313. At step 290 the student/parent 
50 is provided with an electronic screen for logging out of the website. 

Referring again to Fig. 3C2, area 326A, the student/parent 50 may 

10 activate the "Decide Later" icon (step 274, Fig. 2E), to postpone a decision as 
to whether to accept or decline the award package. An electronic screen 
providing an appropriate "thank-you" and/or other message is provided at step 
292 (See Fig. 314) and at step 294 the student/parent 50 is provided with an 
electronic screen for logging out of the website. 

15 When the student/parent 50 has accepted an award o* modified award 

package, the process flow preferably proceeds to a lender selection process 
shown in Fig. 2F. At step 296, a determination is made as to whether the 
accepted award package includes any loans which require the selection of a 
lender. If there are no such loans, a thank-you is provided as shown at step 

20 296C followed by a logout (298D). 

If a loan requires the selection of a lender, then the process flow 
preferably proceeds to step 296B where an electronic screen as shown in Fig. 
3H is preferably presented to the student/parent 50 which asks whether the 
student/parent 50 has previously taken out a loan for attending the school. If 

25 so, then an electronic screen is presented to the student/parent 50 containing 

an appropriate thank-you (steps 296C, 298C), followed by a logout (298D). If 
the student/parent 50 has not previously taken out a loan, then the 
student/parent 50 is asked whether he or she wishes to select a particular 
financial institution (such as Chase Manhattan Bank) as the lender for all 

30 loans of the award (296E). If the response is yes, then the process flow 
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preferably continues to step 296F where an electronic screen is preferably 
presented to the student/parent 50 which confirms the selection of the lender. 
If the answer is no, then the process flow preferably proceeds to step 296G 
where an electronic screen is preferably presented to the student/parent 50 
5 which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 3H. 

After a student has decided to accept the package, whether it is the 
original package or one that has been changed, the system of the invention 
will check over whether the award package contains any loans. If the system 
determines that a student needs to go through lender selection because there 
10 are loans, the system will automatically select the appropriate lender selection 
module. 

Depending upon the module, the lender selection process may begin 
with questions to determine whether the student/parent has previously 
borrowed using, Stafford or PLUS loans. This is shown in the screen of Fig. 

15 3H. Upon completing the questions, the student/parent clicks "Continue". 

The lender selection program is dynamic in nature. Fig. 3H1 and 3H2 
present two examples to illustrate the dynamic nature of the process. 
Preferably, a plurality of lender selection processes are built into the system. 
These lender selection processes are preferably provided to satisfy the varying 

20 needs of the varying educational institutions. For example, direct lending, 
FFELP lending and direct-hybrid lending situations are preferably all 
included. Fig. 3H1 shows an example of a school that participation in FFELP 
lending and a student/parent having a previous loan history. The student 
selects the previous lender from a drop down list or if the lender column is 

25 blank or the previous lender is not in the list, "Other" is selected when the 
student/parent types the name of the previous lender in the box located to the 
right of the drop down list. A student/parent also has the option of clicking on 
"Do Not Recall". In contrast to the example of Fig. 3H1, Fig. 3H2 shows an 
example of a student/parent who does not have a previous borrowing history. 

30 This specific loan type and the amounts to be financed are displayed as shown 
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in Fig. 3H2.- The student/parent chooses a lender from the drop down list. 
This list contains all the prescribed lenders associated with the student's 
school. If a student chooses a lender that is not on the drop down list by 
selecting "other", the student will need to enter the lender name in the fill-in 
5 box. When the student/parent has completed lender selection, "Next" is 
selected to proceed to lender confirmation (Setp 296F, Fig. 2F). 

After the student has chosen a lender, a confirmation page will appear 
as shown for example in Fig. 3H3. This will show all the lenders along with 
the loan types and amounts the student has selected. If the student confirms 

10 these are the right lenders, the student/parent clicks on the next button to 

continue the process of submitting the package decision to the financial aid 
office of the educational institution. If the student wishes to make changes, 
the student must click on the "back" button. 

As shown, the electronic screen of Figs. 3H1 and 3H2, preferably 

15 includes an area 374 containing at least one of: (i) the loans of the award; (ii) 
the corresponding amount of the loan; and (iii) an input field operable to 
receive a command from the student/parent 50 indicating which of a plurality 
of possible lenders is selected to provide the funds for that loan. Preferably, 
area 374 of Figs. 3H1 and 3H2 includes all loans of the award that requires 

20 lender selection and the corresponding amounts borrowed. For each loan, a 

pull down box is preferably provided which includes a preferred lender among 
a plurality of lenders, where the preferred lender is placed at the top of the list 
such that when the pull down box is closed, it is the only lender shown. The 
student/parent 50 preferably selects a lender for each loan by highlighting one 

25 of the plurality of lenders within the pull down box and submitting all 
selections. 

If the student/parent 50 does not select a lender, then it is preferred that 
an appropriate electronic screen or message is provided which prompts the 
selection of a lender (step 296H). 
30 At step 296F (Fig. 2F), an electronic screen is preferably presented to 
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the student/parent 50 listing the loans, amounts, and lenders selected* See Fig. 
3H3. The electronic screen preferably includes an icon or other input field 
(e.g. Next) which requests that the student/parent 50 confirm the selected 
lenders (step 2961). 

5 At step 298, the student/parent 50 may approve the award package. If 

approved, the user is presented with an electronic screen presenting the 
financial aid award package and selected lenders. Figs. 316 and 317 
schematically illustrate the electronic screen suitable for this purpose. In 
particular, area 380 shown in Fig. 317 preferably includes the cost of 
10 attendance information, the expected monetary contribution, the financial 
award in terms of grants, scholarships, jobs and loans, the unmet need, the 
other financing options, etc., as well as the selected lenders for corresponding 
loans. 

One or more icons or other input field(s) are preferably provided at 
15 area 382 which, when activated, will submit the award and lender selections to 
the financial aid office of the school (step 298A, Fig. 2F). It is noted that the 
student/parent 50 may invoke the cost projection calculator 220 (Fig. 2D) to 
obtain more information for a better decision as to whether to approve the 
financial aid award package prior to submitting the award. If the package is 
20 accepted at step 298A, then the process flow may continue to step 298B where 
a determination as to whether a preferred lender was selected and, if so, 
providing an electronic screen containing an appropriate <c thank you" (step 
298C). If the preferred lender (such as Chase Manhattan Bank) was not 
selected, then the standard "thank you" is preferably provided (step 296C). In 
25 either case, the process flow then preferably proceeds to the log-out procedure 
(step 296D). 

Once the award package has been submitted to the financial aid office 
of the institution, the student/parent no longer will be able to change the 
package in any way. The student will need to contact the financial aid office 
30 if the student has any further questions or issues concerning their decision. 
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After submitting the package to the financial aid office, the student will 
preferably receive a congratulatory message acknowledging the action. An 
example of such a screen is provided in Fig. 315. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 3 J which schematically illustrates an 
5 electronic screen which is preferably presented to the student/parent 50 when, 
for example, the Package History icon 308C (Fig. 3B) is activated. The 
electronic screen preferably provides information on who has visited the 
website concerning that student, the date and time that the website was visited, 
and any actions taken. For example, the student/parent 50 may visit the 

10 website several times to review, modify, and accept an award. 

Advantageously, the student/parent 50 may note any activities concerning the 
award at any time. 

To help a student/parent evaluate the award package, the system 
provides several planning tools to assist them. Fig. 3K shows an example of a 

15 screen which can be presented to the student/parent Preferably the financial 
planning tools include the Financial Projection Calculator which estimates a 
projected total of the education cost, awards and financial need, if applicable, 
for the remaining years of the education program. Another planning tool is a 
Current Award Year Loan Repayment Calculator which estimates the total 

20 loan debt and monthly repayment amount for each loan in the award package 
for the current year. A further tool is the Multiple Award Years-Loan 
Repayment Calculator which estimates the total loan debt and monthly 
repayment amounts for each loan borrowed during the full education program. 
These tools are described with respect to Figs. 3D, 3E, 3E1, 3E2, 3F and 3F1 

25 and have been previously described. Fig. 3L shows that after submitting the 
financial aid package, a student can return to the site in order to be able to 
review the package and access information. Fig. 3L shows an example of a 
screen presented. A student may view the award package by selecting the 
appropriate icon, in which case, the award package is then displayed, as 

30 shown, again referring to Fig. 317. 
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Advantageously, the present invention described above is a new 
method and apparatus for providing students and parents with education 
financing information, particularly financial aid award packages, where the 
student/parent can: (i) easily review the financial aid award package; (ii) 
5 review cost projections (e.g., loan repayment information); (iii) view and 

select potential lenders; (iv) modify a financial aid award package to include, 
for example, other sources of funds outside the award or to increase/decrease, 
for example, the amount(s) of loan(s) awarded, so that a more informed 
decision may be made. 

10 Reference is now made to Fig. 4A and 5 A which illustrates some of the 

structure and function of the present invention when a school administrator 60 
accesses the system. It is understood that the school administrator 60 connects 
to the website in a substantially similar manner as the student, i.e., the 
administrator 60 must provide a user ID and password. At the website home 

15 page for a school administrator (step 400) an electronic screen is preferably 
presented to the school administrator 60 such as that schematically shown in 
Fig. 5 A. Preferably, the electronic screen includes a plurality of activatable 
icons at area 500 which invoke a plurality of functions permitting the school 
administrator 60 to manipulate the system. In particular , the following 

20 icons/functions are preferably provided: (i) upload student award batch; (ii) 
batch processing status; (iii) school profile menu; (iv) school administrator's 
list; (v) view user type rights; (vi) student search; and (vii) reporting. 

When the administrator 60 selects the school home icon, the screen of 
Fig. 5A1 is presented. If the <4 upload student award batch" icon, is the 

25 selected, an electronic screen is preferably presented to the administrator 60 
containing information schematically represented in Fig. 5B (step 404, Fig. 
4A). The electronic screen preferably includes an area 502 containing an 
input field suitable for receiving a file name containing the financial award 
information for a particular student or a group of students. An upload file icon 

30 is preferably also provided which, when activated, causes the file containing 



WO 01/08030 



-27- 



PCT/US00/20044 



the financial award information to be transmitted from the school to the 
network server 10 over the network 20 (Fig. 1). Preferably, the input field in 
area 502 is capable of receiving a batch of records to be uploaded to the 
network server 10 and, when the batch upload is complete (step 406) the 
5 administrator 60 is prompted to upload another file if desired (step 407). 
When the batch upload is complete, it is preferred that the school 
administrator 60 be sent data for presenting an electronic screen indicating 
that the record(s) have been successfully transmitted (See Fig. 5B1) (or not 
successfully transmitted). 

10 When the "batch processing status" icon is activated (Fig. 5 A), process 

flow preferably proceeds to step 408 (Fig. 4A) where data is preferably sent to 
the school administrator 60 over the computer network 20 for presenting an 
electronic screen which contains information schematically illustrated in Fig. 
5C. Preferably, the electronic screen includes an area 504 containing a list of 

15 uploaded batches. Each batch preferably represents a number of records, one 
record for each potential student containing financial aid award and merit 
based award information for that student Optionally, a file name may be 
provided for each batch. More importantly, the status of the batch is also 
provided, the status at least providing the number of records successfully 

20 transmitted to the database. 

It is preferred that the electronic screen of Fig. 5C include an input 
field 506 operable to receive a command from the school administrator 60 
which separates certain of the batch. By transmission status In particular, the 
school administrator 60 may select: (i) all batches; (ii) uploaded batches on 

25 queue to be processed; (iii) batched in the process; (iv) processed batches, and 
(vO rejected batches (step 410, Fig. 4A). (See Fig. 5C1). 

Details as to the batch upload may be obtained by activating an 
appropriate icon "Go" in Fig. 5C1 which preferably causes data for presenting 
an electronic screen to be sent to the administrator 60 (step 411, Fig. 4A) 

30 containing additional details, such as the upload date, filename, the total 
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records, details on the success/failure of the upload, the record ID, the field 
name, and any reasons for rejection as shown in Fig, 5C. 

Referring again to Fig. 5 A, when the school administrator 60 activates 
the "school profile menu", the process flow preferably continues to step 412 
5 of Fig, 4B. In particular, data is preferably sent to the school administrator 60 
over the network 20 for presenting an electronic screen which contains 
information schematically illustrated in Fig. 5D. More particularly, the school 
administrator 60 may review or modify: (i) location and contact information; 
(ii) cost of attendance information: (iii) loan and lender information; (iv) non- 
10 loan award information; and (v) system parameter information. See 508 in 
Fig. 5D. 

With reference to Fig. 4B, when the school administrator 60 activates 
the location and contact information icon at area 508 of Fig. 5D, the process 
flow preferably continues to step 413 which preferably causes data to be 

15 provided to the school administrator 60 over the network 20 for presenting an 
electronic screen (Fig. 5D1) containing input fields for school location and 
contact information. More particularly, location information, such as school 
name, school address, FICE/OPEID information, branch code, school short 
name, branch name, and department name are preferably included. The 

20 school administrator 60 may modify these parameters by inputting 

information into one or more input fields and submitting the information to 
the network server 10 by activating an appropriate icon. Other information, 
such as primary contact information (name, title, e-mail, phone, fax, etc.) 
input fields may be provided. Secondary contact information input fields may 

25 also be provided (such as name, title, e-mail, phone, fax, etc.). The above 

information is submitted to the network server 10 over the computer network 
20 by activating an appropriate icon of the electronic screen at step 414. At 
step 415, a determination is made as to whether the data of the input fields is 
valid and, if so, the information is submitted to the system and process control 

30 returns to step 412, the school profile menu (Fig. 5D). 
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When the school administrator 60 activates the "cost of attendance 
information" icon at area 508 of Fig. 5D, process flow preferably proceeds to 
step 416 (Fig. 4B) which causes an electronic screen to be presented to the 
school administrator 60 containing information schematically illustrated in 
5 Fig. 5E. In particular, the electronic screen of Fig. 5E preferably includes an 
area 5 10 containing at least one input field related to the cost of attending the 
educational institution. Most preferably, the cost of attendance is divided into 
direct costs 51 1 and indirect costs 512. For each of the direct and indirect 
costs, a corresponding input field is preferably provided into which the school 

10 administrator may enter numerical values representative of the annual rate of 
increase which may be applied to the costs for attending the educational 
institution. For example, the direct cost may include tuition, room and board, 
books and supplies, transportation, and/or miscellaneous expenses. Similarly, 
the indirect costs 512 may include room and board, books and supplies, 

15 transportation, and/or miscellaneous expenses. 

With reference to Fig. 4B, any information input by the school 
administrator 60 into the input fields of area 510 (Fig. 5E) may be submitted 
to the network server 10 over the network 20 by activating an appropriate icon 
(step 417. At step 418, a determination is made as to whether the data input 

20 by the school administrator is valid and, if so, process control returns to step 
412, the school profile menu (Fig. 5D). 

When the school administrator 60 activates the "loan and lender 
information" icon at area 508 of Fig. 5D, process flow preferably continues to 
step 420 (Fig. 4B) which preferably causes data to be sent to the school 

25 administrator 60 over the network 20 for presenting an electronic screen 

containing information schematically illustrated in Fig. 5F. In particular, the 
electronic screen preferably includes a list of the loans available for funding 
the financial aid award packages of the educational institution, namely, 
Perkins loans, subsidized Stafford loans, unsubsidized Stafford loans, 

30 additional unsubsidized Stafford loans, PLUS loans, institutional loans, 
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private loans, etc. For each loan, it is preferred that an inpiit field be included 
into which a command indicating the priority of that loan may be entered 514. 
Advantageously, the school administrator 60 can prioritize the display of each 
loan as desired. Minimum and maximum amounts for each loan, the interest 
5 rate, and the repayment period may also be provided for each loan 515. 

Preferably, a list of lenders may also be viewed within the electronic screen 
or, more preferably, an electronic screen is sent to the school administrator 
containing a list of lenders for each loan (step 421, Fig. 4B) when an 
appropriate icon 516 is activated. 

10 When the school administrator 60 has modified the information 

contained in the electronic screen of Fig. 5F, he or she may submit the 
information to the network server 10 through the computer network 20 by 
activating an appropriate icon (step 422, Fig. 4B). At step 423, a 
determination is made as to whether the data entered by the school 

15 administrator 60 is valid and, if so, the process control returns to step 412, the 
school profile menu of Fig. 5D. 

When the school administrator 60 selects the "non-loan award 
information" icon at area 508 of Fig. 5D, process flow preferably continues to 
step 424 (Fig. 4B) which causes data to be sent to the school administrator 60 

20 over the computer network 20 for presenting an electronic screen containing 
information schematically illustrated in Fig. 5G. Preferably, the electronic 
screen of Fig. 5G includes information on grants 518, scholarships 520 and 
jobs (not shown), each containing lists of the respective grants, scholarships, 
and jobs available. For each source of funding, it is preferred that an input 

25 field be provided into which the school administrator may enter a priority 

level. Further, it is preferred that for each source of funding, a minimum and 
maximum value may be specified. 

When the school administrator 60 wishes to submit any modified 
information regarding the grants, scholarships, and/or jobs he or she activates 

30 an appropriate icon which causes the process flow to continue to step 425 
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(Fig. 4B). At step 426, a determination is made as to whether the information 
provided by the school administrator 60 is valid and, if so, the process control 
returns to step 412, the school profile menu (Fig. 5D). For each award, it is 
preferred that an input field be included into which a command indicating the 
5 priority of the award maybe entered. Advantageously, the school 
administrator 60 can prioritize the display of each award as desired. 

When the school administrator 60 selects the "system parameters 
information" icon, process flow preferably continues to step 428 (Fig. 4B) 
which causes data to be sent to the administrator 60 over the computer 

10 network 20 for presenting an electronic screen containing information 
schematically represented in Fig. 5H. The electronic screen of Fig. 5H 
preferably includes a plurality of input fields operable to receive information 
concerning the particular conventions of the educational institution. In 
particular, input fields concerning the length and periodicity of the academic 

15 term for the educational institution are preferably provided at area 522. Aging 
parameters are preferably entered into input fields at area 523. Preferences are 
preferably set by selecting yes/no toggles at area 524, including but not 
limited to: display indirect cost, display cost of attendance, display package 
history, display line item breakdown, allow downloadable spreadsheet, 

20 whether Federal unsubsidized loans are packaged, whether tuition payment 
plans are available, whether the school is subject to a one lender rule, and/or 
whether the school will transmit outstanding debts. The lender selection 
module is preferably set by selecting from adrop down list at area 525. 

The above information may be submitted to the network server 10 over 

25 the computer network 20 by activating an appropriate icon (step 429, Fig. 4B). 
At step 430, the information provided by the school administrator 60 is 
reviewed to determine whether such data is valid and, if so, process control 
returns to step 412, the school profile menu (Fig. 5D). 

Referring again to Fig. 5A, when the school administrator selects the 

30 "Add/Modify/Deleting school administrator'* icon, the process flow preferably 
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continues to step 43 1 (Fig. 4C) which causes data to be sent to the school 
administrator 60 over the computer network 20 for presenting one or more 
electronic screens (Fig. 5H1) which contain information concerning the 
various administrators who may access the system. In particular, it is 
5 preferred that such electronic screens include input fields and lists suitable for 
viewing, adding, modifying and/or deleting administrators authorized to 
access the system. Fig. 5H2 shows an input field for 
adding/modifying/deleting administrator users. Additionally, it is preferred 
that the electronic screens include lists and input fields suitable for receiving 

10 information regarding each administrator, such as the administrator's name, 
the user name, the password, the user type, e-mail address, etc. When such 
information is first input or modified, an administrator 60 may submit the 
information to the network server 10 over the computer network 20 by 
activating an appropriate icon. The process control then returns to step 402 

15 (Fig.4A). 

Fig. 4D shows an optional embodiment of the system . In this optional 
embodiment, which need not be provided, when the school administrator 60 
selects the "customization" icon (not shown), process control preferably 
continues to step 432 (Fig. 4D) which causes data to be sent to the school 

20 administrator over the computer network 20 for presenting one or more 

electronic screens which contain information concerning the customization of 
information provided to the potential students in the financial aid award 
package. In particular, it is preferred that the electronic screens include input 
fields operable to receive input concerning but not limited to the following: (i) 

25 a change of logo (step 434); (ii) welcome text to a new user (step 435); (iii) 
welcome text to a return user (step 436); (iv) declination text (step 437); (v) 
congratulations text (step 438); (vi) decide later text (step 439); (vii) financial 
aid policies (step 440); (viii) financial aid eligibility requirements (step 441); 
and (ix) sell copy for school (step 442). 

30 In order to facilitate a change in any one or more of the above 
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categories, a school administrator 60 would input the modified information 
into the appropriate input field and submit the information by activating an 
appropriate icon which would transfer that information to the network server 
10 over the computer network 20. Thereafter, the subject information would 
5 appear in appropriate areas of the electronic screens discussed above, for 

example, when a student/parent 50 reviews, modifies, accepts, declines, etc., 
his or her award package. 

When the school administrator 60 selects the "student" icon (Fig. 5 A), 
the process flow preferably proceeds to step 443 (Fig. 4E) which causes data 

10 to be sent to the school administrator 60 over the computer network 20 for 
presenting electronic screen containing information which is schematically 
illustrated in Fig. 51. Upon clicking on "student search", the school 
administrator 60 is provided with the ability to search for a student award 
package, for example, by way of student ID number, student last name, and/or 

15 student first name, by entering the appropriate information into input fields at 
area 526, as shown in Fig. 511. When the search icon is activated, the process 
flow preferably proceeds to step 445 which causes data to be sent to the school 
administrator 60 for presenting an electronic screen which contains a list of 
financial aid award packages which have been sent to specific students 

20 meeting the search criteria. Fig. 512 shows such a list. Fig. 513 shows a detail 
page when a student from the list has been selected. 

Fig. 513 shows a sample of a student detail page which contains the 
student's personal information along with options to view/input a student 
response, view the student's package history and delete the student award 

25 package. The administrator selects and activates a particular icon to select an 
option. 

When a particular financial aid award package is selected from a list, 
data is preferably sent to the school administrator 60 for presenting an 
electronic screen which contains icons which, when activated, invoke certain 
30 functions, namely, viewing the award package (step 446), inputting a student 
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response (i.e., acting on behalf of a student) at step 447, and viewing the 
package history (step 448). After the school administrator 60 has viewed the 
award package, acted on behalf of a student and/or viewed the package 
histories, the process control preferably returns to step 402 (Fig. 4A). 
5 When the school administrator 60 selects the "Reporting" icon (Fig. 

5A), the control sequence preferably continues to step 450 (Fig. 4E), which 
causes data to be sent to the school administrator 60 for presenting an 
electronic screen which includes information schematically represented in Fig. 
5J. In particular, the electronic screen preferably includes an area 528 having 

10 one or more input fields operable to receive criteria concerning the financial 
aid award packages sent to potential students. The criteria is selected by the 
school administrator 60 in a way which will produce a useful search result. In 
particular, a search may be performed on the status of a student's action 
related to an award package, for example: (i) all students; (ii) students who 

15 have accepted; (iii) students who have declined; (iv) students who have 

received their packages but have not decided; (v) students whose records have 
been disabled by the school administrator 60; or (vi) students who have not 
visited or received their packages. See Fig. 5 Jl . The search criteria may also 
include a range of dates. The order of the resulting search may also be 

20 controlled, for example, by sorting based on student ID, student last name and 
action dae. Fig. 5 J2 shows a sample screen presenting report results. 

Once the report criteria have been entered, the process flow preferably 
continues to step 452 which causes data to be sent to the school administrator 
60 for presenting an electronic screen containing a list of financial aid award 

25 packages which meet the criteria. At step 454, if the school administrator 60 
wishes to view another report, then the process control returns to step 450 and 
the school administrator 60 is prompted to enter another set of criteria. 

The reporting menu provides the school administrator 60 with the 
ability to generate two types of reports; ad hoc reports and predefined reports. 

30 Each report can be either viewed on the screen or downloaded to an extract 
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file. As shown in Fig. 5JI, on the left side of the reporting menu screen is the 
ad hoc report query box. Using a drop down list the user selects the desired 
student status as shown in Fig. 5JL The user also enters a date range in these 
fill in boxes. The user can create an extract file in Microsoft Access DB 
5 format that contains the student award package detail submitted by the student 
via the system. In order to do this, the school administrator 60 clicks on 
"download file" as shown in Fig. 5 Jl . To review the report results on the 
screen, the school administrator 60 clicks on "submit" as shown in Fig. 5JL 
Fig. 5J2 is an example of a report obtained. 

10 In order to download an extract file in Microsoft Access DB format, 

that contains the student award package detail submitted by the student, the 
school administrator 60 clicks the "download file" button. A browser window 
then appears, as shown in Fig. 5J3. The school administrator 60 then selects 
the location to which the file is to be downloaded, then clicks "save" in which 

15 case the file is downloaded to the school's system in Microsoft Access DB 
format. 

On the right side of the screen of Fig. 5J1, a list of predefined reports 
appears. In order to review a report, the school administrator 60 clicks the 
name of the report. Once the report is displayed the school administrator 60 

20 has the option to download it, as described above. The school can then use a 
spread sheet program to analyze the results off-line. 

Thus, the educational institution can download reporting results based 
upon ad hoc queries and predefined reports, as described, to the educational 
institution's other electronic systems for conversion into a format useful to the 

25 educational institution for the purpose of updating the institution's system 
electronically. 

Advantageously the method and system is operable to: (i) reduce the 
costs for a school to transmit financial aid award packages to potential 
students ; (ii) quickly modify the financial aid award packages based on 
30 accept/decline/postpone decisions of the students/parents; and (iii) provide 



WO 01/08030 



PCT/US00/20044 



-36- 



influence on the student/parent decision at the time of reviewing the award 
package. 

Reference is now made to Figs. 6A and 7A which illustrate at least part 
of the process flow and the home page, respectively, for a system 
5 administrator 70 who has successfully logged onto the website over the 
computer network 20 or directly to the network interface 16 (Fig. 1). 
Preferably, when the process reaches step 600, data is transmitted to the 
system administrator 70 for presenting one or more electronic screens which 
contain information which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 7A, in particular, 

10 one or more icons are preferably provided at area 700, namely, school 

administration, access control, and reporting. Within school administration, a 
system administrator 70 may select between add/modify/delete award; 
add/modify/delete lender, and search school. 

When the system administrator 70 selects the "search school" icon, 

15 process flow preferably proceeds to step 601 which causes data to be 

transmitted to the system administrator 70 for presenting an electronic screen 
which contains information which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 7B. The 
electronic screen preferably includes an area 702 which contains input fields 
operable to receive information from the system administrator 70 regarding 

20 search criteria, namely, the school FICE/OPEID information, the branch code 
information, and/or the school name. When a search icon 704 is activated, a 
search of the database 14 is conducted for schools which meet the criteria 
(step 602, Fig. 6A). 

Preferably, the search results (step 603) are provided to the system 

25 administrator 70 by way of data which is transmitted over the network 20 or 
directly to the system administrator 70 for presenting an electronic screen. A 
school may be added or information concerning that school may be modified 
(step 604) and, thereafter, process flow continues to step 605 which causes an 
electronic screen to be transmitted to the system administrator 70 containing 

30 information which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 7C. The electronic 



WO 01/08030 



PCT/US00/20044 



-37- 



screen preferably includes an area 706 having a number of activatable icons 
which invoke other electronic screens and functions. In particular, it is 
preferred that when any of the icons are activated, an electronic screen 
containing information concerning that icon is presented to the system 
5 administrator 70, for example: (i) location and contact information (step 606, 
Fig. 6B); (ii) cost of attendance information (step 608); (iii) loan and lender 
information (step 610); (iv) non-loan award information (step 612); (v) system 
parameter information (step 614). These functions mirror those of Fig. 5D; 
however, the system administrator 70 may view, add, modify, and/or delete 

10 such information using appropriate input fields contained in one or more 
electronic screens. 

As shown in Fig. 7C, the system administrator is presented with school 
status menus 706a and 706b. Menu 706a allows the administrator to 1) 
completely disable the ability of a student/parent 50 or school to access any 

15 student awards; 2) allow school access but prevent student/parent access to 
award information; and 3) enable access to the award information. Menu 
706b allows the administrator the ability to shut down the uploading capacity 
provided by the system. 

When the system administrator 70 selects the "associate school with 

20 award" icon of Fig. 7C, the process flow preferably proceeds to step 616 (Fig. 
6C) which causes data to be transmitted to the system administrator 70 for 
presenting an electronic screen which contains information which is 
schematically illustrated in Fig. 7D. Preferably, the electronic screen includes 
a list of potential awards 708 which may be included in a financial aid award 

25 package and a list of awards offered by a particular school 710.. Using icons 
712 and 713, the system administrator 70 may advantageously add (step 617) 
or delete (step 618), respectively, awards to and from the list of awards 
offered by a particular school in the list. When the list of awards offered by 
the school has been modified, the system administrator 70 may submit (step 

30 619) the revised list by activating icon 714. 
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Thereafter, the database 14 is updated with the new information and 
the process control returns to step 605 (Fig. 6A). 

When the system administrator 70 selects the "associate school/award 
with lender" icon (Fig. 7C), the process flow preferably proceeds to step 622 
5 (Fig. 6C). Step 622 causes the screen of Fig. 7E to be presented where the 
lender is associated with the school/ award. Preferably, the electronic screen 
of Fig. 7E includes a list of potential lenders 716 which may be associated 
with a particular school listed at area 718. The system administrator 70 may 
advantageously add or delete a particular lender to or from the list of lenders 

10 for a particular school by activating an add icon 720 or a delete icon 722, 

respectively. These steps coincide with steps 623 and 625 of Fig. 6C. When 
the system administrator 70 has finished adding or deleting lenders from the 
list 718, he or she may submit the new information by activating the submit 
icon 724 (step 624, Fig. 6C). 

15 Thereafter, the database 14 is updated with the new information and 

the process control returns to step 605 (Fig. 6A). 

With reference to Fig. 7A, when the system administrator 70 selects 
the "add/modify/delete award" icon, the process flow preferably proceeds to 
step 630 (Fig. 6D) which causes data to be transmitted to the system 

20 administrator 70 for presenting an electronic screen (not shown) which 
contains information, input fields, and/or activatable icons suitable for 
permitting the system administrator to add/modify/delete or view information 
regarding the profile of a school that is a user of the system. In particular, a 
financial aid award may be added at step 632, viewed at step 634 and/or 

25 deleted at step 635 (Fig. 6D). Those skilled in the art will appreciate from the 
description herein above that these functions may be carried out using 
suitable electronic screens. Preferably, the system administrator does not have 
access to student award packages. 

When the system administrator 70 selects the "add/modify/delete 

30 lender" icon (Fig. 7A), the process flow preferably proceeds to step 640 (Fig. 
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6E) which causes data to be sent to the system administrator 70 for presenting 
an electronic screen (not shown) containing information, input fields, and/or 
executable icons suitable for permitting the system administrator 70 to 
add/modify/delete or view a lender. A lender may be added at step 642, 
5 viewed at step 644 and/or deleted at step 645. 

With reference to Fig. 6F, those skilled in the art will appreciate that 
additional data may be transmitted to the system administrator 70 which 
contains information, input fields, and/or executable icons, etc., suitable for 
presenting additional electronic screens for providing the following functions: 

10 (i) viewing/modifying system parameters, step 650; (ii) viewing user type 
rights, step 652; (iii) adding/modifying/deleting system and school 
administrators, steps 654; and (iv) resetting student passwords, step 656. 

When the system administrator 70 selects the "reporting" icon (Fig. 
7A), the process flow preferably proceeds to step 660 (Fig, 6F) which causes 

15 data to be provided to the system administrator 70 for presenting an electronic 
screen containing information which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 7F. 
Preferably, the electronic screen includes a plurality of input fields suitable for 
receiving search criteria from the system administrator 70. The criteria are 
used to search the database 14 to produce a report of interest to the 

20 administrator 70. In particular, the administrator 70 may input at least one of 
the following criteria: (i) the particular school 730; (ii) the student status 732 
(i.e., all students, those students who have accepted, those students who have 
declined, those students who have not decided, and those student who have 
not visited the website); (iii) a particular lender 734; (iv) a range of dates 736; 

25 and (v) a sorting protocol, such as the order in which the criteria are searched, 
for example, first the school, next the student, and lastly the lender. 

When the search criteria is submitted, the process flow preferably 
proceeds to step 662 (Fig. 6F) and a report is provided to the system 
administrator 70 as part of an electronic screen (not shown). If the system 

30 administrator 70 wishes to view another report, at step 664 the process control 
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preferably returns to step 660 where the administrator 70 is requested to select 
additional criteria. 

Although the present invention has been described in relation to 
particular embodiments thereof, many other variations and modifications and 
5 other uses will become apparent to those skilled in the art. It is preferred, 

therefore, that the present invention be limited not by the specific disclosure 
herein, but only by the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A method of providing a user with education financing information, 
comprising the acts of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the user 
may connect; 

5 sending data to the user over the network for presenting at least one 

electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning a 
potential student of an educational institution, the financial award information 
including a monetary award which may be used by the student to attend the 
educational institution; and 
10 sending data to the user over the network when requested for 

presenting at least one electronic screen which contains cost projection 
information, the cost projection information being a function of the award and 
including an amount of money required for the student to attend the 
educational institution. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the award comprises funds taken 
from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein: 

the grants include at least one of a Federal Pell Grant, a Federal SEOG 
Grant, and a state grant; 

the scholarships include at least one of an institutional scholarship, a 
5 non-institutional scholarship, a state scholarship, and a private scholarship; 

the loans include at least one of a Federal Perkins loan, A Federal 
Subsidized Stafford loan, a Federal Unsubsidized Stafford 4oan, an 
institutional loan, a PLUS loan, a private loan, and a private signature loan; 
and 
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10 the employment of the student includes at least one of a federal work 

study, an institutional work study, and a teaching assistantship. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the financial award information is 
displayed on the at least one electronic screen as respective funds of the award 
taken from any of the grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student 

e 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the funds of the award are 
displayed for a defined time period. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the defined time period is at least 
one of a school term and a school year. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the financial award information 
includes an aggregate of the respective funds of the award displayed for the 
defined time period. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the financial award information 
includes a plurality of sets of funds of the award which are displayed 
according to corresponding time periods, respective funds of each set being 
taken from any of the grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the defined time periods are at least 
one of school terms and school years. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the financial award information 
includes respective aggregates of the sets of funds of the award. 
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1 1. The method of claim 1, wherein the financial award information 
includes at least one of (i) a cost for the student to attend the educational 
institution; (ii) an expected monetary contribution to the educational 
institution; (iii) the students financial need; (iv) the award; (v) unmet need. 

12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein: 

the cost, the expected monetary contribution, the student's financial 
need, the award, and the unmet need are displayed according to corresponding 
time periods of at least one of a school term and a school year; 
5 the student's financial need corresponds to the cost less the expected 

monetary contribution; and 

the unmet need is the amount of money required for the student to 
attend the educational institution, which corresponds to the student's financial 
need less the award. 

13. The method of claim 2, further comprising the act of: sending data 
to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one electronic 
screen which includes an input field operable to receive data from the user 
representing funds other than those of the award to aggregate with the award 
and obtain a modified award. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein: the at least one electronic screen 
includes a plurality of input fields, each being operable to receive data from 
the user representing respective funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award and obtain the modified award, the respective funds 

S corresponding to at least one of grants, scholarships, and loans. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission over 
the computer network which indicates that the user wishes to at least one of 
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accept, decline, and defer a decision on the modified award. 

16. The method of claim 2, wherein the cost projection information 
includes at least one of: (i) respective funds of the award taken from any of the 
grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the student; (ii) a cost for the 
student to attend the educational institution; (iii) an expected monetary 

5 contribution to the educational institution; (iv) the student's financial need; 
(v) the award; and (vi) unmet need. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the at least one of: (i) respective 
funds of the award, cost, expected monetary contribution, student's financial 
need, award, and unmet need are displayed according to a corresponding time 
period. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the time period is at least one of 
a school term and a school year. 

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the cost projection information 
includes sets of information, each set of information corresponding to a 
respective time period and including at least one of: (i) respective funds of the 
award taken from any of the grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of 

5 the student, for the corresponding time period; (ii) a cost for the student to 
attend the educational institution, for the corresponding time period; (iii) an 
expected monetary contribution to the educational institution for the 
corresponding time period; (iv) the student's financial need for the 
corresponding time period; (v) the award for the corresponding time period; 
10 and (vi) unmet need for the corresponding time period. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the time periods are at least one 
of school terms and school years. 
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21. The method of claim 16, wherein the cost for the student to attend 
the educational institution includes and is displayed in terms of direct and 
indirect costs. 



22. The method of claim 21, wherein the direct costs include at least 
one of tuition, room, board, books, supplies and transportation; and the 
indirect costs include at least one of room, board, books, supplies, and 
transportation. 

23. The method of claim 2, wherein the cost projection information 
includes loan repayment information for at least one loan of the award, the 
loan repayment information including at least one of: (i) an amount of the 
loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest rate of 

5 the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an aggregate 
of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and (vi) a 
monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the loan repayment information 
includes sets of information corresponding to respective loans of the award, 
each set of information including at least one of: (i) an amount of the loan; (ii) 
a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest rate of the loan; 

5 (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an aggregate of the 

amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and (vi) a monthly 
payment required to pay off the loan. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the loan repayment information 
includes aggregates of at least one of: (i) amounts of the loans; (ii) amounts of 
interest over the lives of the loans; (iii) aggregates of the amounts of the loans 
and the amounts of interest of the loans; and (iv) monthly payments required 

5 to pay off the loans. 
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26. The method of claim 25, wherein the loan repayment information 
is displayed in terms of a defined time period. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the defined time period is at least 
one of a school year and a number of years that the student would attend the 
educational institution. 

28. The method of claim 1, further comprising the act of: sending data 
to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one electronic 
screen which includes an input field operable to receive a command for 
transmission over the computer network indicating that the user wishes to at 

5 least one of accept, decline, and defer a decision on, the award 

29. The method of claim 2, further comprising the act of: sending data 
to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one electronic 
screen which includes at least one possible lender for providing the funds for 
at least one of the loans, wherein the at least one electronic screen further 

S includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission over 
the computer network indicating which of the possible lenders the user has 
selected to provide the funds for a corresponding loan of the award. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
further includes a plurality of possible lenders for providing the funds for at 
least one of the loans. 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
further includes: 

a list of each loan of the award and a corresponding plurality of 
possible lenders for providing the funds for each of the loans; and 
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5 at least one input field for each loan, the input fields being operable to 

receive respective commands for transmission over the computer network 
indicating which of the possible lenders the user has selected to provide the 
funds for the corresponding loans of the award. 

32. The method of claim 3 1, further comprising the qct of: sending 
data to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which includes an input field operable to receive a command 
for transmission over the computer network indicating that the user wishes to 
5 at least one of confirm and decline the selected lenders. 



33. A method of providing a user with education financing 
information, comprising the acts of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the user 
may connect; 

5 sending data to the user over the network for presenting at least one 

electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning a 
potential student of an educational institution, the financial award information 
including a monetary award which may be used by the student to attend the 
educational institution, the award including funds taken from at least one of 
10 grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the student; and 

sending data to the user over the computer network for presenting at 
least one electronic screen which includes an input field operable to receive 
data from the user representing funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award to obtain a modified award. 



34. The method of claim 33, wherein: the at least one electronic screen 
includes a plurality of input fields, each being operable to receive data from 
the user representing respective funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award and obtain the modified award, the respective funds 
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5 corresponding to at least one of grants, scholarships, and loans. 

35. The method of claim 34, further comprising receiving data at the 
electronic site concerning the potential student to develop a student profile; 
maintaining a set of eligibility requirements for selected awards; and based on 
the student profile and the selected award, allowing modification of an award 

10 when such modification is in accordance with the eligibility requirements. 

36. The method of claim 35, wherein the data concerning the potential 
student includes additional sources of financing for the potential student. 

37. The method of claim 34, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission over 
the computer network which indicates that the user wishes to accept the 
modified award. 

38. The method of claim 33, further comprising the act of: sending 
data to the user over the network when requested for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which contains cost projection information, the cost 
projection information being a function of the award and including an amount 

5 of money required for the student to attend the educational institution. 

39. The method of claim 38, wherein the cost projection information 
includes loan repayment information for at least one loan of the modified 
award, the loan repayment information including at least one of: (i) an amount 
of the loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest 

5 rate of the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an 

aggregate of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and 
(vi) a monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 
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40. The method of claim 39, wherein the loan repayment information 
includes sets of information corresponding to respective loans of the modified 
award, each set of information including at least one of: (i) an amount of the 
loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest rate of 

5 the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an aggregate 
of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and (vi) a 
monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

41 . The method of claim 40, wherein the loan repayment information 
includes aggregates of at least one of: (i) amounts of the loans; (ii) amounts of 
interest over the lives of the loans; (iii) aggregates of the amounts of the loans 
and the amounts of interest of the loans; and (iv) monthly payments required 

5 to pay off the loans. 

42. The method of claim 41, wherein the loan repayment information 
corresponds to a defined time period. 

43. The method of claim 42, wherein the defined time period is at least 
one of a school year and a number of years that the student would attend the 
educational institution. 

44. The method of claim 33, further comprising the act of: sending 
data to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which includes at least one possible lender for providing the 
funds for at least one of the loans, wherein the at least one electronic screen 

5 further includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission 
over the computer network indicating which of the possible lenders the user 
has selected to provide the funds for a corresponding loan of the award. 



45. The method of claim 44, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
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fiirther includes a plurality of possible lenders for providing the funds for at 
least one of the loans. 

46. The method of claim 45, wherein the at least one electronic screen 
further includes: 

a list of each loan of the award and a corresponding plurality of 
possible lenders for providing the funds for each of the loans; and 
5 at least one input field for each loan, the input fields being operable to 

receive respective commands for transmission over the computer network 
indicating which of the possible lenders the user has selected to provide the 
funds for the corresponding loans of the award. 

47. The method of claim 46, further comprising the act of: sending 
data to the user over the computer network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which includes an input field operable to receive a command 
for transmission over the computer network indicating that the user wishes to 

5 at least one of confirm and decline the selected lenders. 

48. A method of providing users with education financing 
information, comprising the acts of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the 
users and an administrator of an educational institution may connect; 
5 sending data to each of the users over the network for presenting at 

least one electronic screen which contains financial award information 
concerning potential students of an educational institution, the financial award 
information including a monetary award which may be used for the respective 
students to attend the educational institution, the award including funds taken 
10 from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student; 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
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presenting at least one electronic screen which includes reporting information 
indicating whether respective users have at least one of accepted, declined, 
15 and deferred a decision on, the respective awards; and 

sending modified financial award information to at least one of the 
potential students, the modified financial award information including at least 
one modified monetary award based on the reporting information. 

49. The method of claim 48, wherein the financial award information 
includes at least one cost for respective students to attend the educational 
institution. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the at least one cost includes 
direct and indirect costs. 

51. The method of claim 50, wherein the direct costs include at least 
one of tuition, room, board, books, supplies, and transportation; and the 
indirect costs include at least one of room, board, books, supplies, and 
transportation. 

52. The method of claim 48, further comprising the act of: 
sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 

presenting at least one electronic screen which includes a plurality of input 
fields operable to receive at least one of (i) types of loans for funding the 
5 awards; (ii) a plurality of lenders for providing each type of loan; (iii) an 

amount for each type of loan; (iv) an interest rate for each type of loan; (v) a 
repayment period for each type of loan; (vi) a priority for each type of loan; 
(vii) types of grants; (viii) an amount for each type of grant; (ix) an annual rate 
of increase for each type of grant; (x) a priority for each type of grant; (xi) 
10 types of scholarships; (xii) an amount for each type of scholarship; (xiii) an 
annual rate of increase for each type of scholarship; (xiv) a priority for each 
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type of scholarship; and (xv) type and amount of employment of the student. 

53. The method of claim 52, wherein: (i) the amount for each type of 
loan includes a minimum amount and a maximum amount; (ii) the amount for 
each type of grant includes a minimum amount and a maximum amount; (iii) 
the amount for each type of scholarship includes a minimum amount and a 

5 maximum amount; and (iv) the amount of employment of the student includes 
a minimum and a maximum amount. 

54. The method of claim 48, further comprising the acts of: 
sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 

presenting at least one electronic screen which includes at least one input field 
operable to receive at least one search criteria to compare against a database 
5 containing the financial award information; 

searching the database and extracting the financial award information 
which meets the search criteria; and 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network tor 
presenting at least one electronic screen which includes the financial award 
10 information which meets the search criteria. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein the search criteria is at least one 
of: a student's first name, a student's last name, a student's identification 
number, whether an award has been accepted, whether an award has been 
declined, whether an award is pending, a number of times that a user has 

5 accessed the electronic site, a starting date, and an ending date. 

56. The method of claim 48, further comprising downloading at least 
one of the reporting information, reporting results based on ad hoc queries and 
other reports to another system of the educational institution for conversion to 
a format useful to the institution for updating the institution's other system 
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electronically. 



57. An apparatus for providing a user with education financing 
information, comprising: 
a processor, 

a storage medium coupled to the processor; and 
5 a network interface coupled to the processor and operable to send and 

receive data over a computer network, 

the processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with 
a computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, 
the computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor 
1 0 and the network interface to perform the functions of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the user 
may connect; 

sending data to the user over the network for presenting at least one 

electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning a 
1 5 potential student of an educational institution, the financial award information 

including a monetary award which may be used for the student to attend the 

educational institution; and 

sending data to the user over the network when requested for 

presenting at least one electronic screen which contains cost projection 
20 information, the cost projection information being a function of the award and 

including an amount of money required for the student to attend the 

educational institution. 



58. The apparatus of claim 57, wherein the award comprises funds 
taken from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student. 



59. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein: 
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the grants include at least one of a Federal Pell Grant, a Federal SEOG 
Grant, and a state grant; 

the scholarships include at least one of an institutional scholarship, a 
5 non-institutional scholarship, a state scholarship, and a private scholarship; 

the loans include at least one of a Federal Perkins loan, a Federal 
Subsidized Stafford loan, a Federal Unsubsidized Stafford loan, an 
institutional loan, a PLUS loan, a private loan, and a private signature loan; 
and 

1 0 the employment of the student includes at least one of a federal work 

study, an institutional work study, and a teaching assistantship. 

60. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the financial award 
information includes respective funds of the award taken from any of the 
grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the student. 

6 1 . The apparatus of claim 60, wherein the funds of the award are 
displayed according to a defined time period. 

62. The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the defined time period is at 
least one of a school term and a school year. 

63. The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the financial award 
information includes an aggregate of the respective funds of the award 
displayed according to the defined time period. 

64. The apparatus of claim 62, wherein the financial award 
information includes a plurality of sets of funds of the award which are 
displayed according to corresponding time periods, respective fonds of each 
set being taken from any of the grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of 
the student 



WO 01/08030 



PCT/USOO/20044 



-55- 



65. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the defined time periods are at 
least one of school terms and school years. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the financial award 
information includes respective aggregates of the sets of funds of the award. 

67. The apparatus of claim 57, wherein the financial award 
information includes at least one of (i) a cost for the student to attend the 
educational institution; (ii) an expected monetary contribution to the 
educational institution; (iii) the student's financial need; (iv) the award; (v) 
unmet need 

68. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein: 

the cost, the expected monetary contribution, the student's financial 
need, the award, and the unmet need are allocated to corresponding time 
periods of at least one of a school term and a school year; 
5 the student's financial need corresponds to the cost less the expected 

monetary contribution; and 

the unmet need is the amount of money required for the student to 
attend the educational institution, which corresponds to the student's financial 
need less the award. 

69. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the 
computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 

5 an input field operable to receive data from the user representing funds other 
than those of the award to aggregate with the award and obtain a modified 
award. 
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70. The apparatus of claim 69, wherein: the at least one electronic 
screen includes a plurality of input fields, each being operable to receive data 
from the user representing respective funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award and obtain the modified award, the respective funds 

5 corresponding to at least one of grants, scholarships, and loans. 

71 . The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the at least one electronic 
screen includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission 
over the computer network which indicates that the user wishes to at least 
accept a decision on the modified award. 

72. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the cost projection information 
includes at least one of: (i) respective funds of the award taken from any of the 
grants, scholarships, loans, and future employment of the student; (ii) a cost 
for the student to attend the educational institution; (iii) an expected monetary 

5 contribution to the educational institution; (iv) the student's financial need; 
(v) the award; and (vi) unmet need. 

73. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the respective funds of the 
award, the cost, the expected monetary contribution, the student's financial 
need, the award, and the unmet need are displayed according to a 
corresponding time period. 

74. The apparatus of claim 73, wherein the time period is at least one 
of a school term and a school year. 

75. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the cost projection information 
includes sets of information, each set of information corresponding to a 
respective time period and including at least one of: (i) respective funds of the 
award taken from any of the grants, scholarships, loans, and future 
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5 employment of the student, for the corresponding time period; (ii) a cost for 
the student to attend the educational institution, for the corresponding time 
period; (iii) an expected monetary contribution to the educational institution 
for the corresponding time period; (iv) the student's financial need for the 
corresponding time period; (v) the award for the corresponding time period; 
10 and (vi) unmet need for the corresponding time period. 

76. The apparatus of claim 75, wherein the time periods are at least 
one of school terms and school years. 

77. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the cost for the student to 
attend the educational institution includes and is displayed according to direct 
and indirect costs. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the direct costs include at least 
one of tuition, room, board, books, supplies and transportation; and the 
indirect costs include at least one of room, board, books, supplies, and 
transportation. 

79. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the cost projection information 
includes loan repayment information for at least one loan of the award, the 
loan repayment information including at least one of: (i) an amount of the 
loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest rate of 

5 the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an aggregate 
of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and (vi) a 
monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, wherein the loan repayment 
information includes sets of information corresponding to respective loans of 
the award, each set of information including at least one of: (i) an amount of 
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the loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest 
5 rate of the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an 

aggregate of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and 
(vi) a monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

81. The apparatus of claim 80, wherein the loan repayment 
information includes aggregates of at least one of: (i) amounts of the loans; (ii) 
amounts of interest over the lives of the loans; (iii) aggregates of the amounts 
of the loans and the amounts of interest of the loans; and (iv) monthly 

5 payments required to pay off the loans. 

82. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the loan repayment 
information corresponds to a defined time period. 

83. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the defined time period is at 
least one of a school year and a number of years that the student would attend 
the educational institution. 

84. The apparatus of claim 57, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the 
computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 

5 an input field operable to receive a command for transmission over the 

computer network indicating that the user wishes to at least one of accept, 
decline, and defer a decision on, the award. 

85. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the 
computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 
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5 at least one possible lender for providing the funds for at least one of the 

loans, wherein the at least one electronic screen further includes an input field 
operable to receive a command for transmission over the computer network 
indicating which of the possible lenders the user has selected to provide the 
funds for a corresponding loan of the award. 



86. The apparatus of claim 85, wherein the at least one electronic 
screen further includes a plurality of possible lenders for providing the funds 
for at least one of the loans. 



87. The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the at least one electronic 
screen further includes: 

a list of each loan of the award and a corresponding plurality of 
possible lenders for providing the funds for each of the loans; and 
5 at least one input field for each loan, the input fields being operable to 

receive respective commands for transmission over the computer network 
indicating which of the possible lenders the user has selected to provide the 
funds for the corresponding loans of the award. 



88. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending to the user over the computer 
network for presenting an electronic screen indicating that the user wishes to 
5 at least one of confirm and decline the selected lenders. 



89. An apparatus for providing a user with education financing 
information, comprising: 
a processor; 

a storage medium coupled to the processor; and 
5 a network interface coupled to the processor and operable to send and 
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receive data over a computer network, 

the processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with 
a computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, 
the computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor 
10 and the network interface to perform the functions of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the user 
may connect; 

sending data to the user over the network for presenting at least one 
electronic screen which contains financial award information concerning a 

IS potential student of an educational institution, the financial award information 
including a monetary award which may be used by the student to attend the 
educational institution, the award including funds taken from at least one of 
grants, scholarships, loans, and future employment of the student; and 

sending data to the user over the computer network for presenting at 

20 least one electronic screen which includes an input field operable to receive 
data from the user representing funds other than those of the award io 
aggregate with the award to obtain a modified award. 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein: the at least one electronic 
screen includes a plurality of input fields, each being operable to receive data 
from the user representing respective funds other than those of the award to 
aggregate with the award and obtain the modified award, the respective funds 
corresponding to at least one of grants, scholarships, and loans. 

91. The apparatus of claim 89, wherein the electronic site is operative 
to receive data concerning the potential student to develop a student profile; 
maintain a set of eligibility requirements for selected awards; and based on the 
student profile and the selected award, allow modification of an award when 
such modification is in accordance with the eligibility requirements. 
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92. The system of claim 91, wherein the data concerning the potential 
student includes additional sources of financing for the potential student. 

93. The apparatus of claim 90, wherein the at least one electronic 
screen includes an input field operable to receive a command for transmission 
over the computer network which indicates that the user wishes to at least one 
of accept, decline, and defer a decision on the modified award. 

94. The apparatus of claim 93, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the network 
when requested for presenting at least one electronic screen which contains 

5 cost projection information, the cost projection information being a function 
of the modified award and including an amount of money required for the 
student to attend the educational institution. 

95. The apparatus of claim 94, wherein the cost projection information 
includes loan repayment information for at least one loan of the modified 
award, the loan repayment information including at least one of: (i) an amount 
of the loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an interest 
rate of the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) an 
aggregate of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; and 
(vi) a monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein the loan repayment 
information includes sets of information corresponding to respective loans of 
the modified award, each set of information including at least one of: (i) an 
amount of the loan; (ii) a number of months for repayment of the loan; (iii) an 
interest rate of the loan; (iv) an amount of interest over the life of the loan; (v) 
an aggregate of the amount of the loan and the amount of interest of the loan; 
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and (vi) a monthly payment required to pay off the loan. 

97. The apparatus of claim 96, wherein the loan repayment 
information includes aggregates of at least one of: (i) amounts of the loans; (ii) 
amounts of interest over the lives of the loans; (iii) aggregates of the amounts 
of the loans and the amounts of interest of the loans; and (iv) monthly 
payments required to pay off the loans. 

98. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein the loan repayment 
information corresponds to a defined time period. 

99. The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the defined time period is at 
least one of a school year and a number of years that the student would attend 
the educational institution. 

100. The apparatus of claim 89, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the 
computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 
at least one possible lender for providing the funds for at least one electronic 
screen further includes an input field operable to receive a command for 
transmission over the computer network indicating which of the possible 
lenders the user has selected to provide the funds for a corresponding loan of 
the award. 

101 . The apparatus of claim 100, wherein the at least one electronic 
screen further includes a plurality of possible lenders for providing the funds 
for at least one of the loans. 

102. The apparatus of claim 100, wherein the at least one electronic 
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screen further includes: 

a list of each loan of the award and a corresponding plurality of 
possible lenders for providing the funds for each of the loans; and 

at least one input field for each loan, the input fields being operable to 
receive respective commands for transmission over the computer network 
indicating which of the possible lenders the user has selected to provide the 
funds for the corresponding loans of the award. 

103. The apparatus of claim 102, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: sending data to the user over the 
computer network for presenting at least one electronic screen which includes 

5 an input field operable to receive a command for transmission over the 

computer network indicating that the user wishes to at least one of confirm 
and decline the selected lenders. 

104. An apparatus for providing users with education financing 
information, comprising: 

a processor; 

a storage medium coupled to the processor; and 
5 a network interface coupled to the processor and operable to send and 

receive data over a computer network, 

the processor being operable to execute instructions in accordance with 
a computer program which is at least partially stored in the storage medium, 
the computer program being operable to instruct at least one of the processor 
10 and the network interface to perform the functions of: 

maintaining an electronic site on a computer network to which the 
users and an administrator of an educational institution may connect; 

sending data to each of the users over the network for presenting at 
least one electronic screen which contains financial award information 
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concerning potential students of an educational institution, the financial award 
information including a monetary award which may be used for the respective 
students to attend the educational institution, the award including funds taken 
from at least one of grants, scholarships, loans, and employment of the 
student; 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
presenting at least one electronic screen which includes reporting information 
indicating whether respective users have at least one of accepted, declined, 
and deferred a decision on, the respective awards; and 

sending modified financial award information to at least one of the 
potential students, the modified financial award information including at least 
one modified monetary award based on the reporting information. 

105. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the financial award 
information includes at least one cost for respective students to attend the 
educational institution. 

106. The apparatus of claim 105, wherein the at least one cost includes 
direct and indirect costs. 

107. The apparatus of claim 106, wherein the direct costs include at 
least one of tuition, room, board, books, supplies, and transportation; and the 
indirect costs include at least one of room, board, books, supplies, and 
transportation. 

108. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the function of: 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
5 presenting at least one electronic screen which includes a plurality of input 
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fields operable to receive at least one of (i) types of loans for funding the 
awards; (ii) a plurality of lenders for providing each type of loan; (iii) an 
amount for each type of loan; (iv) an interest rate for each type of loan; (v) a 
repayment period for each type of loan; (vi) a priority for each type of loan; 

10 (vii) types of grants; (viii) an amount for each type of grant; (ix) an annual rate 
of increase for each type of grant; (x) a priority for each type of grant; (xi) 
types of scholarships; (xii) an amount for each type of scholarship; (xiii) an 
annual rate of increase for each type of scholarship; and (xiv) a priority for 
each type of scholarship; and (xv) type and amount of employment of the 

15 student. 

109. The apparatus of claim 108, wherein: (i) the amount for each type 
of loan includes a minimum amount and a maximum amount; (ii) the amount 
for each type of grant includes a minimum amount and a maximum amount; 
(iii) the amount for each type of scholarship includes a minimum amount and 
a maximum amount; and (iv) the amount of employment of the student 
includes a minimum and a maximum amount. 

1 10. The apparatus of claim 103, wherein the computer program is 
further operable to instruct at least one of the processor and the network 
interface to perform the functions of: 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
5 presenting at least one electronic screen which includes at least one input field 
operable to receive at least one search criteria to compare against a database 
containing the financial award information; 

searching the database and extracting the financial award information 
which meets the search criteria; and 

sending data to the administrator over the computer network for 
presenting at least one electronic screen which includes the financial award 
information which meets the search criteria. 
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111. The apparatus of claim 109, wherein the search criteria is at least 
one of: a student's first name, a student's last name, a student's identification 
number, whether an award has been accepted, whether an award has been 
declined, whether an award is pending, a number of times that a user has 
accessed the electronic site, a starting date, and an ending date. 

1 12. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein at least one of the reporting 
information, reporting results based on ad hoc queries and other reports can be 
downloaded to another system of the educational institution for conversion to 
a format useful to the institution for updating the institution's other system 
electronically. 
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MODIFY 
THIS 
PACKAGE 
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THIS PACKAGE 

220 



YES. 
DATA 
REFRESHES 



S6 

MODIFIED 
PACKAGE 
WORKSHEET 



DECLINE 
PACKAGE 
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S20 
DECLINE 
CONFIR- 
MATION 



ERROR! 




MAKE NEW 
CHANGES 



270 



S6 

MODIFIED 
PACKAGE 
WORKSHEET 



RETURN TO 

ORIGINAL 

AWARD 
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LATER MODIFIED 
PACKAGE 

r 274 
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DECIDE LATER 
THANK YOU 
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f MERCIA C CIRILLO's Award Package tell me more 
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Award Package 



Grants 



Fed Pell Grant 



Grants Total 



Scholarship 



Jacobs Schol 



Scholarships Total 



Jobs 



Jobs Total 



Loan 



Sub Stafford Loan 



Loan Total 



324 



Total Award Package 



Fall 



Spring 



Total 



$500.00 



$500.00 



$1000.00 



$1000.00 



$500.00 



$500.00 



$1000.00 



$1000.00 



$0.00 



$2,500.00 



$2,500.00 



$5000.00 



$5000.00 



$3.500.00 



$3.500.00 



$7000.00 



A ?????Need Tell me more 






Your Cost of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


Your Expected Family Contribution 


$0.00 


Your Financial Need 


$17,170.00 


Your Total Award Package 


$7,000.00 


Your????? Need 


$10,170.00 


V. 


J 



Would you like to... 



-f- 



326 



C USE PLANNING TOOLS ) 
( CHANGE MY PASSWORD ) 



C 



DECIDE LATER 
C CONTINUE ) 



FIG. 3C1 
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f My Award Package -° 




Award Package 


My Chanqes 


Your Cost of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 


Your Expected Family Contribution 


$0.00 


$0.00 




$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 




Award Package 


Grants 


$1000.00 


$1000.00 


Fed Pell Grant 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 


Grants Total 


$1000.00 


$1000.00 




Scholarship 


Jacobs Schol 


$1000.00 


$1000.00 


Scholarships Total 


$1000.00 


$1000.00 


Jobs 


Jobs Total 


$0.00 


$0.00 


Loans 


Sub Stafford Loan 


$5000.00 


$5000.00 


Loans Total 


$5000.00 


$5000.00 


Parent Financing Options 


Parent Financing Total 


$0.00 


$0.00 


Student Financino Options 


Student Financing Total 


$0.00 


$0.00 




Your Remaining Unmet Need 


$10,170.00 


$10,170.00 






J 



Make a Decision Here 



Make a decision below. Then click "Next" to continue 

(Note: If you have decided to accept or decline your package, you must still 
confirm and submit your decision via eAwards.) 

o Accept this Package 
o Decline this Package 
o Decide Later 



FIG. 3C2 
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Financial Projections for the Remaining Years of your Education Program 



336 



337/-: 




1999-2000 



2000-2001 



Your cost of Attendance 



Your Expected Family Contribution 



Financial Need 



Award Package 



Grants 



Fed Pell Grant 



Grants Total 



Scholarships 



Jacobs Schol 



Scholarships Total 



Jobs 



Jobs Total 



Loan 



Sub Stafford Loan 



Loan Total 



Parent Financing Options 



Parent Loan Total 



Student Financing Options 



Student Loan Total 




Your Remaining Unmet Need 



$17,170 



$0 



$17.170 



$1,000 



$1,000 



$1,000 



$1,000 



$0 



$5,000 



$5,000 



$0 



$0 



$10,170 



$18,004 



$0 



$18.004 



$1,050 



$1,050 



$1,050 



$1,050 



$0 



$7,857 



$7,857 



$0 



$0 



$8,046 



2001-2002 



$18,879 



$0 



$18.879 



$1,103 



$1,103 



$1,103 



$1,103 



$0 



$7,857 



$7,857 



$0 



$0 



$8,817 



-334 



J 



►338 
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eAwards has calculated the estimated total loan debt and monthly repayment 
amount for each loan in your award package for the current award year. 
This includes both student and loan calculations. 

• If you have parent loans, see calculations below. 

•If you have student loans, click on "View Student Loan Calculations" 
at the bottom of the page. 



346 





Loan Name 


Award # of Interest 
Monthly Rate 
($) Payments (%) 


Total „ Total 
Interest Pnncipal + 
m Interest ($) 


Monthly 
Payment 


Alternate Loan 2 


$1,000.00 21 9.00 


$84.55 $1,084.55 


$51.65 


Total: $1 


,000.00 !j 


584.55 $1,084.55 


v 









< Back C VIEW PARENT LOAN CALCULATIONS ) 



FIG. 3E1 



r Unsubsidized Stafford Loan Interest Comparison 








If you defer interest 
1 payment 


If you pay in teres 


Total Principal (Amount Borrowed) 


$5,000.00 


$5,000.00 


Interest Rate 


8.25% 


8.25% 


Months in School 


36 


36 


Months of Repayment After School 


120 


120 


Monthly Payment to Repay Loan 


After Graduation 


$76.50 


$61.33 


During School 


$0.00 


$34.38 


Accrued Interest 


$1,237.50 


$1,237.50 


Accrued Interest Paid While in School 


$0.00 


$1,237.50 


Total Principal and Interest 


$9,180.55 


$8,596.66 




If you Pay Interest While in School, 
You will Save 




$583.89 






/ 



FIG. 3E2 
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eAwards has calculated the estimated total loan debt and monthly repayment 
amount for each loan borrowed during your full education program. 

• eAwards allows you to enter prior student loan debt in order to more fully estimate the total student 
loan debt for your full education program. 

°Use the fill-in box(es) in the "Prior Debt 1 column as applicable to you. 

"Once you have completed entering your prior debt, click 'Recalculate Total" 
(Note: The school may have already prepopulated your prior debt amount(s) for you. If the amount is 
incorrect, adjust accordingly) 



•If you have parent loans, click on "View Parent Loan Calculations" 
at the bottom of the page. 
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r Parent Repayment Calculations: Current Award Year" 



A^M^nt * Tota Lv # of Monthly Interest 
'wxtffi™* Amount ($) Payments' Rate(%) 



"Total n .Iota! , 



Loan Name 



Prior Debt 
($) 



Sub Stafford Loan 



$8,500.00 $8,500.00 120 



8.25 



$4,010.57 $12,510.57 



$104.25 



UnSub Stafford Loan 



$1,000.00 $1,000.00 



21 



8.25 



$77.35 $1,077.35 



$51.30 



Federal Perkins Loan 



$2,000.00 $2,000.00 



120 



5.0) 



$545.57 $2,545.57 



$21.21 



Student Loan 1 1 1,000 $2,000.00 $3,000.00 120 7.25 $1,226.44 $4,226.44 $35.22 



Total: 



$14,500.00 



$5,859.93 $20,359.93 



Recalculate Total 



FIG. 3F 



< Back ( VIEW RARENT LOAN CALCULATIONS ) 
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Multiple-Award Years Loan Repayment Calculations 



eAwards has calculated the estimated total loan debt and monthly repayment 
amount for each loan borrowed during your full education program. This includes 
both student and parent loan calculations. 

• If you have parent loans, see calculations below. 

(Note: eAwards allows you to enter prior parent loan debt in order to more fully estimate the total loan debt 
for your full education program. Use the fill-in box(es) in the 'Prior Debt" column as applicable to you. 
Once you have completed entering your prior debt, click 'Recalculate Total 1 ) 

352 

•If you have Student loans, click on "View Parent Loan Calculations" 



at the bottom of the page. 



f Parent Repayment Calculations: Multiple Award Years 



Prior Debt A viWS * Tob ?i^ # of Monthly Interest 
($) Awarq^Txxjnt Amount ($) Payments Rate(%) 



Total „ 



IBS 



Loan Name 



Alternate Loan 2 



$1,000.00 $1,000.00 



21 



9.00 



$84.55 $1,084.55 



$51.65 



Total: 



$1,000.00 



$84.55 $1,084.55 



Recalculate Total | 



FIG. 3F1 
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Package Worksheet Ten me more 




Award Package 


My Changes 


My Financial Need 


My Cost of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 


My Expected family Contribution 


$0.00 


$0.00 


My Financial Need Total 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 



FIG. 3G1 
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My Grants 



Fed Pell Grant 



Othpr 



Other 



Other 



Other 



Other 



Grand Total 



$1,000.00 



$1,0od.M 



$1,000.00 



$1,000.00 



FIG. 3G2 
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My Scholarships 



Jacobs Schol 



Other r 



Other I 



Other T 



Other f 



Other 



Scholarships Total 



$1,000.00 



$1,000.00 



$1,000.00 



$1,000.00 



FIG. 3G3 
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MvJobs 



Jobs Total 



$0.00 



$0.00 
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My Jobs 


Sub Stafford Loan 


$5,000.00 15000 




Loans Total 


$5,000.00 


$5,000.00 
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FIG. 3G5 



Student Rnancing Options 






Is 






Student Loan 1 
Student Loan 2 






Signature 
Alternate Loan 3 









$0.00 



FIG. 3G6 



Parent Financing Options 




izi 


! 




Plus Parent 






Alternate Loan Z _., 


$0.00 
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FIG. 3G7 



I There are errors present on this page. Click here to be taken to the first one | 



Package Worksheet Teomemore 








Award Package 


My Changes 


My Financial Need 


My Cost of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 


My Expected family Contribution 


$0.00 


$0.00 


My Financial Need Total 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 



FIG. 3G9 
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My Jobs 

Jobs Total 

My Jobs 
Sub Stafford Loan 



$0.00 



$8,500.00 



$0.00 



I 8500 



Federal Perkins Loan 



$2,000.00 



I 2000 



lUnSub Stafford Loanji 



1000 



Loans Total 



$10.500.00 



$11.500.00 



Student Financing Options 



IStjdentLoanl |rj 



2000 



r 



"13 



r 



EL 



r 



EL 



Student Financing Options 



Parent Financing Options 



Alternate Loan 2 



1000 



Parent Financing Total 



$1,000.00 



My ?????????? Need 



$4,670.00 



$670.00 




Change My Package 1 1 Clear My Package 



t 



Click here to 
recalculate and 
save any changes 
made to the 
Worksheet 



t 
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Click here to 
refresh the 
Worksheet 
and remove 
previous changes. 
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Parent Financing Options 


IPLUS Parent \* 




| 100001 


1 ▼ 1 


Parent Rnancina Total 




$10,000.00 




Mv nvm ????? Need 


$10,170.00 ($4,330.00) 





Change My Package 


Clear My Package -> 





Error Messages 



1 The value of this award cannot exceed 5670 
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FIG. 3G10 



Parent Financing Options 


lAlternateLoan2 [▼ 








hooo 




Parent Rnancina Total 








$1,000.00 




My ????? ????? Need 




$4,670.00 $670.00 
















1 




Change My Package 




Clear My Changes 














) 



Would you like to... 

(USE PLANNING TOOLS) 

(revisityour PACKAGE) 

( DECIDE LATER ) 
C~ CONTINUE ) 

FIG.3G11 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 
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Federal Stafford Loans 



• Select your previous lender from the drop-down list. 

• If the lender column blank, or your previous lenders not in the list, please select 'Other". 
Then .type the name of your previous lender in the box located to the right of the drop-down 
list 

• If you do not recall the name of your previous lender, then click "Do Not Recall". 



Loan 



Amount 



Sub Stafford Loan $8,500 



Lender 



I Chase 



13 



374 



Other Financial Loans 



• Select your previous lender from the drop-down list. 

• If the lender column blank, or your previous lenders not in the list, please select "Other". 
Then .type the name of your previous lender in the fill-in box located to the right of the drop-down 
list. 

• If you do not recall the name of your previous lender, then click "Do Not Recall". 



Loan 



Amount 



Lender 



Federal PLUS 



374 



PLUS Parent 



$5,000.00 I Chase 



13 



Other Student Loans 



Student Loan 1 



$1,000.00 I Other 



Alternate Loan 2 



$3,000.00 I Chase 



13 r 



< Bade 



Next ► 



FIG. 3H1 
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Federal Stafford Loans 



• Under the ■lender" columns elect a lender from the drop-down list. 

• If you choose a lender that is not listed, please select "Other" from the drop-down list 
Type the name of your "other" lender in the fill-in box located to the right of the drop-down 

list. 

( Note: The option to select "other" is primarily intended for use by students who have borrowed 
loans in the past from a lender not included in the drop-down list) 



Loan 



Amount 



Lender 



Sub Stafford Loan $8,500 



I Chase 



~a r 



374 



( Other Financial Loans 






• Under the "lender" columns elect your lender from the drop-down list. 

• If you choose to select a lender that is not in the drop-down list please select "Other - . 
Type the name of your "other lender in the fill-in box located to the right of the drop-down 
list 

( Note: The option to select "other" is primarily intended for use by students who have borrowed 
loans in the past from a lender not included in the drop-down list.) 


Loan 


Amount Lender 




Federal PLUS 


PLUS Parent 


$5,000.00 1 Chase 


H i 


Other Student Loans 


Student Loan 1 


$1,000.00 1 Other 


Id > 


Alternate Loan 2 


$3,000.00 l Chase 


Izl > 


V J 



374 



< Back 



Next ► 



FIG. 3H2 



Confirm Your Lender 



You have completed lender selection for the bans listed below. 
Review ami confirm that this information below is correct 
» If it is correct cfick "Next* to submit your award package decision. 

•If it is not correct, click "Back" to make changes. 



f Other Financial Loans 








Loan 


Amount 


Lender 




Student Loans 


Sub Stafford Loan 


$3,500.00 


Citibank 




Student Loan 1 


$1,000.00 


Union Bank 




Alternate Loan 3 


$3,000.00 


Chase 






Parent Loan(s) 


PLUS Parent 


$5,000.00 


Chase 













374 



< Back Next ► 



FIG. 3H3 
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(Q) CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1999 T 



I Award PackageT 



Sec urity & Delivery 

i 



Welcome! 
MveAward 



UC San Francisco (1) 



Make My Decision 



id 



Loo Out 



Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 



F 



My Award Package 



MERCIA CIRILLO 
Award Year: 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/00 



FIG. 31 



r My Award Package 










Award Package 


My Changes 


Yquj Cost Of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 


Your Expected Family Contribution 


$0.00 


$0.00 


Financial Need 


$17,170.00 


$17,170.00 




Award Package 


Granla 


Fed Pell Grant 


$1,000.00 


$1,000.00 


Grants Total 


$1,000.00 


$1,000.00 




Scholarships 


Jacobs Schol 


$1,000.00 


$1,000.00 


Other Football 




$2,000.00 


Scholarshios Total 


$1,000.00 


$1,000.00 




Jobs 


Jobs Total 


$0.00 


$0.00 




Loans 


Sub Stafford Loan 


$5,000.00 


$3,500.00 


Loans Total 


$5,000.00 


$3,500.00 




Parent Hnaicino Options 


PLUS Parent 




$5,000.00 


Parent Financina Toy 


$0.00 


$5,000.00 




Student financing Options 


Student Loan 1 




$1,000.00 


Alternate Loan 3 




$3,000.00 


Student Financina Total 


$0.00 


$4,000.00 




Your Remaining Unmet Need 


$10,170.00 


$670.00 









FIG. 311 
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\3\ Welcome to eAwards! - Microsoft Internet Explorer 



file Edit View Go Favorites Help 



Address [U__ http://rnveawarclsqa.cfrase.co 



(CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1 999 I 



Welcome! 



eAward 
id Activttv 



My eAward Package 



■MEM 



UC San Francisco (1) 
Decline Your Package 



Securit y & Delivery 



MARIA BLUE 
Award Yean 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/00 



^Loq Out 



Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards 



9 



Resource Center 



You have decided to decline your award package 



Declining your award package means that the awards presented in this 
package will no longer be available to you after you submit your decision 
to the Financial Aid Office. 

•If you still want to decline your award package, then click 'Submit 
Decision to Financial Office 1 . 

• If you do not want to decline your award package at this time, then click 
'Back' to consider other options. 



Submit Decision to Financial Office 



J 



< Back 



I 



61 jg Internet Zone 



FIG. 312 
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Q\ Welcome to eAwaidsl - Mcrosoft Internet Explorer 



fge Edit View Go Favorites Help 



Address |l^http^/rnveawardsqa.cha^ packaqe.asp 



^ CHASE THE RIGHT RELAnONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1999 I 




Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 




UC San Francisco (1) 
My Reason for Decline 



Security & Delivery 
I 



MARIA BLUE 
Award Year: 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/00 



Click on one of the following that best describes you reason for declining 
your award package. Then click "Submit". 

o I do plan to attend this school, but I am declining all awards , 
o I will be attending another school. |<Enter School Name> 
o I will not be attending any school. 
o Other |<Enter Other Reason> 



C Submit) 



B [[ |l fllflf Internet Zone" 



FIG. 313 
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CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 



23 November 1999 



Security & Delivery 



vAward Pack age 



Change My Package 
▼Make Mv Detisjon 



Welcome 
MveAward" 



Submit MvRac teioe 



Postpone Mv Decision 



About Lendexitelection 



Select Mv Lender 
Confirm Mv Lender 



Logout 



Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 



UC San Francisco (1) 



I 



MERCIA CIRILLO 
Award Yean 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/00 



Postpone My Decision 



You have decided to postpone your award package decision until a later date 



Your award package expires on Feb. 09,2000. 

• If you intend to accept financial aid from UC San Francisco (1) for this academic 
year, you must submit your decision through eAwards by the expiration date. 

• If you have any questions about your financial aid package, please fed free to 
contact the financial aid office at 21 2-552-4031 or 
peggy.yu@chase.com 

Thank you for using eAwards! 



4 Back LogOut 



FIG. 314 



Si Welcome to eAwards! - Microsoft Internet Explorer 


i-nxi 


Be Edit View Go Favorites Help 


l.e? 


Address lU http:/Aweawara^chase.cor^ 







) CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1 999 I 



MveAward Package 
Change My Package 
Make My Decision 



Mv eAward 



Submit 



> Congratulations 
About Lender Selection 



Select My Lender 
Logout 



UC San Francisco (1) 



Secu rity & Delivery 
I 



MERCIA CIRILLO 
Award Year: 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/00 



Decline Your Package- 



Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 



Congratulations MERCIA CIRILLO! 



UC San Francisco (1) Congratulations Placeholder 

If you have any questions concerning your package, feel free to contact the 
US San Francisco (1) financial office at 212-5524031 or peggy.yu@chase.com 



LogOut 



FIG. 315 
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l3 Welcome to eAwardsl - Microsoft Internet Explorer 



Ele Edit Yiew 60 Favorites Help 



Address IU http7/n^awai^a.chase.com/app>/stiJdent/approve _packaqaasp?frmlD=328 



ZED 



(Q) CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1999 J I Award PackaoeT 



Security & Delivery 



My e Award 



My Award Package 



Change My Package 



Make My Decision 



t> Submit My Package 



About Lender selection 



Select my Lender 



Confirm My Lender 



LogOut 



Make you financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards 




3D 



UC San Francisco (1) 



MERCIACCIRILLO 
Award Yean 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 1/13/2000 



Submit My Award Package 

Ybu are ready to submit your award package decision to the Financial Aid Office. 



• For your records, print a copy of your award package using the browser's 
print button. 

• Click "Submit Package to Financial Aid Office" at the bottom of the page 
when you are ready 



'My Award Package 


■ > 


Award Package Lender 


Your Cost of Attendance 


$17,170.00 


Your Expected Family Contribution 


$0.00 



FIG. 316 



^My Award Package 



Your Cost of Attendance 



Your Expected Family Contribution 



Financial Need 



Award Package 



Grants 



Fed Pell Grant 



Scholarships 



Jacobs Schol 



Jobs 



Loans 



Sub Stafford Loan 



Student Financing Options 



Student Loan 1 



Student Loan 2 



Parent Financing Options 



PI US Parent 



Alternate ton 2 



Your Remaining nm Need 



Award Package Lender 



$17,170.00 



$0.00 



$17,170.00 



$1,000.00 



$1,000.00 



$3,500.00 Chase 



$1 ,000.00 Farmers Union 



$1,000.00 Union Bank 



$1.000.00 Citibank 



$1.000.00 Chase 



$7,670.00 



< Back ^[(SUBMIT PACKAGE TO FINANCIAL OFFICE $\ 



380 
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CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

I Award Package I 



23 November 1999 



Securi^ & Delivery 



My ft Award 



My Award Package 



Change My Packag e 



► Planning Tools 



Log Out 



Make your financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 




Resource Center 



Education Planning Tools 



How to use eAwards 



Financial Aid Policies and 
Eligibility Requirements 



UC San Francisco (1) 



CASANDRA BURNS 
Award Year: 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 2/9/2000 



Fiancial Planning Tools 

To help you elevate your award package and make decisions that are best for you 
click on the Planning Tools you want to use. 



r Harming Tools 



• Financial Projection Calculations estimates a projected total of your education 
costs, awards, and financial need (if applicable) for the remaining years of your 
education program. 

• Current Award Year-Loan Repayment Calculations estimates your total loan 
debt and monthly repayment amounts for each loan in your award package 
for the current year. 

• Multiple Award Years-Loan Repayment Calculations estimates your total loan 
debt and monthly repayment amounts for each loan borrowed during your full 
education program. 



FIG. 3K 



<J Back 
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a Welcome to cAwaids! • Microsoft Internet Explorer 



ma 



Be Edit View Go Favorites Help 



Address [[^http://mveavrardsqachase.c^ 



(Q) CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

23 November 1999 J MveAward l" 



Security & Delivery 



rity 



|» MveAward 
I Logout 



Make you financial aid 
decisions easy with 

eAwards. 




Ftesnnrre tenter 



Education Planning Tools 



How to use eAwards 



financial Aid Policies and 



Eligibility Requirements 



Glossary 



UC San Francisco (1) 



My eAward 



MERCIACCIRILLO 
Award Year: 1999-2000 
Expiration Date: 1/13/2000 



r Your Personal Information 



Award Date: 10/15/1999 1 



Name: MERCIACCIRILLO 
ID: 001-01-0568 



Permanent Address: 



Perminanat Phone: 
E-mail: 



2065 72 Street 
Newark, AK 11111-006 

111-111-1178 

MARCIA CIRILLO@yahoo.com 



Please review your personal information above. If any information is incorrect, 
please contact the Financial Aid Office with your corrections. 



US San Francisco (1) Customizing Placeholder Welcome Text for Return User 
Financial Aid Policies and Eligibility Requirements 
Financail Aid Information You Need to Know 
View My Award Package 
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SCHOOL 



U3 

SCHOOL FUNCTION 
LIST 



UPLOAD STUDENT 
AWARD BATCH 



404 



U4 

UPLOAD STUDENT 
AWARD BATCH 



FILE UPLOAD TO THE 
SERVER USING THE SSL 
FEATURE OF THE HTTPS 
PROTOCOL 



U5 

UPLOAD STUDENT 
AWARD BATCH 
COMPLETE 




YES 



FIG. 4A 



NO 



?1 



BATCH PROCESSING 
>8 STATUS 



U6 

BATCH PROCESSING 
STATUS 




PAGE 
REFRESHED 

WITH 
FILTERED 
CONTENT 



U7 
LOG 
DETAILS 



T 



SCHOOL 
FUNCTION 
LIST(U3) 



/ YES 

1 




U 

BATCH PR 
DETA1 
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35 

.OCESSING 
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MODIFY SCHOOL 
PROFILE 



U8 

SCHOOL PROFILE 
MENU 




U9 

LOCATION& 
CONTACT 
INFORMATION 



U10 
COST OF 
ATTENDANCE 
INFORMATION 



Ull 

LOAN & LENDER 
INFORMATION 



U12 
NON-LOAN 
AWARD 
INFORMATION 



U13 
SYSTEM 
PARAMETER 
INFORMATION! 




SCHOOL PROFILE 
MENU(U8) 
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VIEW SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION LIST 

i 


. 431 


VIEW USER 
TYPE RIGHTS , 






U14 
SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATOR 
LIST 




U34 
VIEW USER 
TYPE 
RIGHTS 




ADD/MODIFY 



VIEW 



DELETE 



U18 

VIEW SCHOOL 
ADMIN INFORMATION 



U15 
SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATOR] 
INFORMATION 



ADD/ 

M0DIFY> \ DELETE 

add/modify/or: utLtltl 

DELETED 




CONFIRMATION1 
PAGE 



ERROR! 




YES 



INFORMATION UPDATED TO 

THE SYSTEM. RETURN TO 
SCHOOL FUNCTION LIST. (U3) 



INFORMATION 
UPDATED TO THE 
SYSTEM. RETURN 
TO SCHOOL FUNCTION 
LIST. (U3) 



FIG. 4C 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 01/08030 



PCT/US00/20044 



40/64 




Q 

b 

Pu, 





17 

[IZATION 


»►< 


► 
































U 






ip3 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



2og< 

DcoO 



WO 01/08030 PCT/USOO/20044 



41/64 



STUDENT 



REPORT 



LOGOUT 






445 






U18 


STUDENT FUNCTION 


LIST 







450 



U22 

SELECT REPORT 
CRITERIA 



452 
/ 



U23 
REPORT 



VIEW STUDENT 
AWARD 




,446 



t 

VIEW 
AWARD 
PACKAGE (S5) 



447 




S24 
LOGOUT 



YES 



VIEW STUDENT 
PACKAGE HISTORY 



INPUT STUDENT 
RESPONSE 



MIMIC STUDENT EXPERIENCE 
STARTING AT THE STUDENTS 
AWARD PACKAGE TAB AND 
OMITTING LOGOUT. 



J48 



VIEW 
PACKAGE 
HISTORY (S4) 



RETURN TO 
STUDENT 
FUNCTION LIST 
(U18) 



RETURN TO 
STUDENT 
FUNCTION LIST 
(U18) 



RETURN TO 
STUDENT 
FUNCTION UST 
(U18) 
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£fl Chase eAwards - Netscape 



Ele Edit yiew Go Favorites Help 



Back Forward Reload Home Search Netscape Print Security Shop Stop 



□BookmarksQLocations | htfr/Zmyeawardm^ 



CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 



20 November 1999 



Security & Delivery 



Mve Award I School I Student I Reporting I Logout I 



eAwanfeHome 



School Home 



Upload Student Award Batch 



Batch Processing Status 



School Profile 



Location and Contact 
Information 



Cost of Attendance 
Information 



Loan and Lender 
Information 



Non-Loan Award 
Information 



System Parameters 
Information 
Add/Modifv/Delete Schoo 



Administrators 



User Type Rights 



Student 



Student Search 



View/Delete Student Award 



UC San Francisco (1) 



eAwards Home 

Welcome to eAwards. This site will provide you with all the tools to easily update your 
school's information and the ability to manage eAwards. The same links and functions 
that appear in the left-hand navigation area will be available to you throughout the site. 
If you require further assistance, please contact Customer Support at (XXX) XXX-XXXX, 

[hours available] 



School Home 

Upload student Award Batch 
Batch Processing Status 
School Profile 

Add/Modify/Delete School Administrators 
User Type Rights 



Student Reporting 
Student Search 



Log Out 
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£0 Chase eAwards - Netscape 



file Edit View Go Favorites Help 



Back Forward Reload Home Search Netscape Print Security Shop Stop 



(Ql CHASE THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING 

20 November 1999 



I MveAward I School 

1 I/* Onsfc i 



Security & Delivery 

Student I Reporting I Looout 



'eAwards Home 



School Home 



Upload Student Award Batch 



Batch Processing Status 



School Profile 



Location and Contact 
Information 



Cost of Attendance 
Information 



Loan and Lender 
Information 



Non-Loan Award 
Information 



System Perameters 
Information 
Add/Modify/Detete Schoo 



Administrators 
User Type Rights 



Student 



Student Search 



View/Delete Student Award 



UC San Francisco (1) 



School - 



This is the School Administrator School Home Page 



School 

Upload Student Award Batch 

Batch Processing Status 

School Profile 

Location and Contact Information 
Cost of Attendance Information 
Loan and Lender Information 
Non-Loan Award Information 
System Parameters Information 

Add/Modify/Delete School Administrators 

User Ty pe Rights 
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Type in the path and the name of the file that you want to upload 
in the box below or cfick the browse button to select the file. 



)load i 



Browse.. 



Click the Upload Re Button 
Upload File I 



.502 



FIG. 5B 



Type in the path and the name of the file that you want to upload 
in the box below or cfick the browse button to select the file. 



Browse... | 



Click the Upload File Button 
Upload File | 



Re Successfully Uploaded 

Original File Name: up1oadnle.txt 
FfleSize: 124 BYTES 
File Upload Time: 11/20/99 10:02:14 PM 



FIG. 5B1 



Batch Processing Status 

Please select a file to view. For details on processing results, click on the filename. 



Please select the status o f the batch you want to see: 
iSelect File Status \j 



Seled FdeStatur 
All 

Upload 
In Process 
Processed 



Rename 



Records Records Accepted Status 



No Batch Found 



( Return to School Menu ) 



FIG. 5C1 
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Batch processing Status - 



Please select a file to view. For details on processing results, click on the filename. 



Please select the status of the batch you wan t 



C5D 













Date of Upload 


Filename Records 


Records Accept* 


?d Status 


11/20/99 10:02 PM 


UDloadftEe.txt 0 


0 


Rejected 


11/14/99 9:00 PM 


UCSF1test1inet.mdb10 


10 


Processed 


11/11/99 2:47 PM 


UCSF1awards.mdb 155 


155 


Processed 


11/11/99 2:46 PM 


vssverscc 0 


0 


Rejected 











504 



CReturo to School Meny ) 



FIG.5C 
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Address !□ httpy/rnyeawardsqa.chase.cor^^ 


M 
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24 November 1 999 J I School I 
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fr School Profile 



Upload Student Award Batch 



Batch Processing Status 



Location and Contact 



Information 



Cost of Attendance 
Information 



Loan and Lender 
Information 



Non-Loan Award 
Information 



System Parameters 

Information 
Add/Modify/Delete School 
Administrators 
User Type Rights 



Student 

Student Search 



View/Delete Student Award 



UC San Francisco (1) 



Profile Menu 

Each link below provides you with your school's eAwards profile. These are usually 
reviewed and modified, if necessary, on an annual basis. Changes can be made at 
any time, however, and are actually submitted on-line to the eAwards Administrators, 
who will then update the system. Click on any link below to begin your review. 



Location and Contact Information 
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System Parameters information 
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Location Information 




FICE/OPEID2847 


School Name UC San Francisco (1) 




Branch Code 1 


Street Address 1 1 Sunset Blvd. 




School Short Name UCSF1 


City 1 San Francisco 




Branch Name iuCSFI 


State ICA 




Department Name |Office of Financial Aid 


Zip + 4 194131 




k . ^ 



Primary Contact Information 



Primary User 



Name: I Peggy Yu 



Title: fVp" 



e-Mail: I peggy.yu@chase.com 



Phone: 1 212-SK-4G31 



Fax 1 



r 



Primary technical User 

Name: I TomMcguire 



TrOe:l 



e-MaO:l thomas.m.mcguire@chase.co 



Phone:! 516-745*3957 



Ffflcf 



Secondary Contact Information 



Secondary User 



Name: I Michele P. Goldberg 



Title: rVp" 



e-Mail: | micheiad.goiqDerg q cnase.co " 



Phone:|212-!>i)24433 



Fax: I 212-555-6125 



Secondary technical User 



Name:! 



Title: T 



e-Mail: T 



Phone: f 



Faxf 
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Rates of Increase 



Annual Rate of lncrease(%) 



Direct Cost 



Tuition: I 5 



Room and Board: I 8" 



Books and Supplies: I 5 



Transportation: I 5 



Miscellaneous: I 5~ 



Indirect Cost 



Room and Board: T 



Books and Supplies: f 



Transportation: I 



Phone: T 



Miscellaneous: I 
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514 



522 



, ^ 






Grade 




Interest Repayment 




Priority Award 


Level 


Miru($) 


Max.($) 


Rate(%) Period (Mo.) 




ITS plus 




u.uu 


10.0)0.00 


9.00 


120 


Lenders 


F2~H PLUS Loan 


1 


0.00 


1,200.00 


9.00 


120 


Lenders 




2 


0.00 


2,200.00 










3 


0.00 


3,200.00 










4 


0.00 


4,200.00 










5 


0.00 


5,200.00 










6 


0.00 


6,200.00 










7 


0.00 


7,200.00 










8 


0.00 


8,200.00 








ITS Perkins 




0.00 


10,000.00 


9.00 


300 


Lenders 


|4 |rj Sub Stafford Loan 


1 


0.00 


2,625.00 


8.25 


120 


Lenders 




2 


0.00 


2,625.00 
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Academic terms 


Enter the term convention tor your school. 


1. | Fan 2. I Spring 


3. | 






4. | 5. | 


6. | 






7. | 8. | 


-M 






10.1 11.| 








Parameters 


Account Aging Parameters (Days) 


|36* 






Response Aging Parameters (Days) 


ISO 








Preferences 


Select your preferences for the students 


Display cost of attendance 




OYes 


©No 


Display student activity 




0Yes 


ONo 


Display line item breakdown 




OYes 


0No 


ABow Downloadable Spreadsheet 




©Vfes 


ONo 


Is Federal Unsubskfized Loan Packaged? 




0Yes 


ONo 


Is Tuition Payment Plan Available 




©Yes 


ONo 


Is School Subject to One Lender Rule? 




0Yes 


ONo 


Wffl S<^ Transmit Outstanding Debt? 




OYes 


ONo 


Which Federal Stafford Loan Program does your school participate in? 




IFFELPOnlyliJ 


Which Federal PLUS Loan Program does your school participate in? 




iFFELPOnlyliJ 


V / 



523/ 



524 



525/ 
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518 



518 { 



520/- 





Qn/intu Aura rH 

rnoniy nwaru 


Min 


May 


Interact Rato 
unci cm TXuW 


Period 


(Till FSAG Grant 


0 


10000 


0 


0 


12 Hi FSEOG Grant 


0 


10000 


0 


0 


1 3 IzJ Fed Pell Grant 


0 


0 


0 


0 


14 !▼] Increase 


0 


1000 


1.23 


120 


|5 !▼! Johns Award 


Grade 1:0 


1000 




120 


Grade 2:0 


^ Ann 

1000 








Grade 3:0 


1000 








Grade 4:0 


1000 








Grade 5:0 


1000 








Grade 6:0 


1000 








Grade 7:0 


1000 








Grade 8:0 


1000 






Ulll Rutgers Grant 2 


1 


5000 


0 


0 


l7lll Rutgers Inst Grant 1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Priority Award 


Min. 


Max. 


Interest Rate 


Period 


FTH plus 


0 


10000 


5 


0 



FIG. 5G 



Administrator List 



Below am the current authorized users to administrator eAwards for your school. To add a new user, 
select 'school administrator." 



f 








< 




User Name 


School Short Name 


Last Name 


First Name 


Active 


28471 derk 


UCSF1 


tname 


fname 


Y 


28471 counl 


UCSF1 


(name 


fname 


Y 


28471 coun2 


UCSF1 


[name 


fname 


Y 


28471 nonf 


UCSF1 


fartame 


fname 


Y 


28471 prof 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 


28471 super 


UCSF1 


tname 


fname 


Y 


28471 sudd 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 


iohnell 


UCSF1 


Nelson 


[ohn 


Y 


sadmtp clerk 


UCSF1 


tname 


fname 


Y 


sadmcj counl 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 


3a<fcnpjcoun2 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 




UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 




UCSF1 


hame 


fname 


Y 


sa*nqi super 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 


sadmci sudd 


UCSF1 


Iname 


fname 


Y 




UCSF1 


(name 


fname 


Y 


V ) 



(Add School Administrator) 
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School Administrator Information 



Please fill out and submit a user to your school for eAwards. 



f — 








User Name 


Inewuser 






UcSPl 




First Name 


(New 




Last Name 


lUser 




User Type 


1 




e-Mail 


|newuser©schooi.edu 






To reset Dassword. enter the following fields: 


Password 


J****** 




Confirm Password 1****** 









« Back C Submit) 
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f eAwards Home 



► School Profile 
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Upload Student Award Batch 



Batch Processing Status 
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Information 



Loan and Lender 
Information 



Non-Loan Award 
Information 



System Parameters 
Information 
Add/Modifv/Delete School 



Administrators 
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My Award 



This is the eAwards home pages 



Student 
Student Search 



IEEE 



| | Document Done 
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Search Student 



To search by student, please enter the name or ID/SSN 



Search By; 



Student IDT 
or 



StudentLast r 

Name I 



Name 
Student First \ 
Name 



1 Search 



FIG. 511 



Search Results 



Below are the results of your student search. Click on a student name to view or delete the 
student award, view the student package history, or input a student response. 



Last Name 



First Name 



Student Id 



Active 



DOSSOUS BM_ 



001010606 



FIG. 512 



Student 



Below are your options to manage student population currently uploaded in eAwards. 



Award Package For 
BILLY D DOSSOUS 
ID/SSN 001-01-0106 
7614 Bay Parkway 
Queens, CT 11111-010 
111-111-1216 
Enabled 
Student 

View/Input Student Response 
View Student Package History 



( Delete Student Award) 
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fiQ Chase eAwards - Netscape 



file Edit View Go Favorites 



ID 



Back Forward Reload Home Search Netscape Print Security Shop Stop 



□BookmarksOLocations I httpi/Zmveawardsqa^ report/generate reportsasp 



□IffM 



(g) CHASE THE RIGHT REAnONSHlP IS EVHTfTHING 

20 November 1999 I I 



I 



Security & Delivery 
I Reporting I 



eAwards Home 



school Home 



Batch Processing Status 



School Profile 



Location and Contact 
Information 



Cost of Attendance 
Information 



Loan and Lender 
Information 



Non-Loan Award 
Information 



System Parameters 
Information 
Add/Modifv/Delete School 



Administrators 



User Type Ricfits 



Student 



Student Search 



View/Delete Student Award 



View Student Package 
History 



Reporting 



Logout 



mm 



UC San Francisco (1) 



Select Report Criteria 

Please select criteria paramount to generate a report 



528 



Student Statu si Select Student Statusfel 
Date 



From:l 11/20/99 
To:l 11/20/99 



C Download File") (Submit) 



Student Activity Summary 

Total Number of Award Changes By Student 



Total Number of Award Changes By Award Name 



Total Award Increases 



Total Award Decreases 



Total Acceptances of Award as is 
Total Declines 



Total Federal Subsidized Stafford Acceptances 
Lender Summary for the Unsubsidized Stafford 
Loan 

Total PLUS Loan Acceptances 



Lender Summary for the PLUS Loan 



| | Document Done 



□ O <B cPD <^ 
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Student Status 
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C Download File ) (Submit) 



Student Activity Summary 

Total Number of Award Changes By Student 

Total Number of Award Changes By Award Name 

Total Award Increases 

Total Award Decreases 

Total Acceptances of Award as is 

Total Declines 

Total Federal Subsidized Stafford Acceptances 
Lender Summary for the Unsubsidized Stafford 
Loan 

Total PLUS Loan Acceptances 
Lender Summary for the PLUS Loan 
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Report 

• To obtain a copy of the results into your system, click on "Download Report Results". 
(Note: you must manually change the file extension to .csv in the file browser dialog) 
•You can also click on the arrows in the header column to have the report sorted differently. 

• Lastly, if you would like to view other report, please click on "View Another Report". 



f Accepted 








Student ID 


Student Name 


Action Date 




001010541 


BROWN, SALVADOR 


11/16/99 




001010548 


BUSTER, STACY 


11/20/99 




•- 









C Download Report Result") View Another Reports 
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Save | 
"0 Cancel I 
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